Being ſome Mats by way of Query The 


on Three SERMONS, 
Jebn Gais Miniſter ac 1 a 
the opening of the Synod of Fife, 26th 
September 1732. And the other Two by 
Mr. E. Frakine Miniſter at Kir- 


Perth and Stirling in Ocfober 10th; and 
the other in the Afternoon after cele- 


June ath, 1732. 

| wie the ſundry 
the Management of the Judicatories of the Church 
of Scotland, in 


the ſaid Brethren. 
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| Have . your Sermons preach * 

a ed at the opening of your relpee- 
5 dive Synods; in which vou give 
| — Rs 146 ſeveral good Advices to your Re- 
| JOG verend Fathers and Brethren, 

Piz. To ſhow themſelves approven unto God 
n the Whole of their Behaviour, in Pray 
ng, Studying, Preaching, Managing in Church 
Judicatories, — in their ordinary Life and 
onverſation. I hope you will not deny, but 
hat there is a goodly Number of reyerend 
and worthy Paſtors © this Church, eminent 
or their Piety and Learning, who make Con- 
cience of all this, endeavouring to commend 
hemſelves to our deat Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 


ole King ad Head of . Church, and to 15 
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they can .. no" Right to the great Bene 
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4' reconcile them to God; and 1 | 
hat Chriſt will be a Saviour and By 6 


And to teach them alſo, That dh. 


und te be holy in all Manet of Converſarivi 
yet they are to lay no'Streſs upon their Holi 
Heſs und good Works, as the Ground: of thei 
-Tuſtificativn' before God; but to own, td. 
den they hixve' done All chey can; agg 
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Ground for ät, and thereby to ſaw Diſcord u- 
mong Brethren, and foſter il Hamente u- 
mon che People 
[Mouths cf 3 2 
ron againſt our holy 
— — 2 Na. 
r ons,” and to ue their eorupe 

ture, even in theſe. who pretend to de muſt 
| refomed in Princip „ and moôſt ſtrict in the 
Fradice of Chriſtian Duties 2 The Bnemics 
Pof Chriſtianity in the primitive Times, ou 
fax to the Commendarion of Chriſtians, © Be - 
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in our Times, che Enemies of Chriſt mag day 
of thoſe who "profeſs to be his Followers, Be- 
hold how they reproach. und traduce one und - 


ther, how they bite — devonr one another 


condemn one another, and char: 
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ther, how they vilify- and deſpiſe — 0 
nad eſpecially Miniſters, how Jade and 


Notions in lefler Matters, that are go re- 
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1 Ke 
mote; from the Vitals of Chtiſtianity. Why 
 Ifr ael, as did thoſe Men of Renown, Numb, 
Avi. Are there not abundance of - Enemies 
without, but we muſt be Enemies to one ano- 
thet within? Can a Houſe divided againſt it 
. :felf ſtand 2 Does not Satan raiſe his whole 
oſſe of Atheiſts, Deiſts, Infſidels, Malig- 
-nants, Rakes, Debauchees, who all have 
their Horns in the Sides of honeſt Miniſters; 
büt you alſo muſt ſhut out your Horns, and 
_ . thruſt with Side and Shoulder, and puſh the 
PFeeders of the Flock. Why don't ye Pe 
and write in Defence of our common Faith, 
once delivered to the Saints? Have not ma- 
ny of our Brethren in the Southern Part of this 
Ifland, both of the Church and Diſſenters, done 
worthily in this Matter? But our Men of 
Renown muſt empſoy their Talents in running 
down their Brethren, and ſo make the Day 
ters of the Philiſtines to triumph, and the 
Adverſaries of the Lord to ſay, Aha, we | 
would have it thus ? ls not this the Doing 
of Satan's Work for him, and advancing -the 
' Intereſts of his Kingdom, to raiſe the Heu 
and Cry againſt the ſincere Lovers of Chriſt, 
when there is ſo little Ground for it. But 
ſeeing the great Occafion of your Complaint 
is, The Planting of Churches upon à Pre- 
ent ation from the Patron, and ſo robbing 
the People of their Raght of chooſing their 
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do helping this Grievance? Don't you 
know rage mn 8 93 Lr "0 
way any Man's legal Right eſtabliſhed by 
an Aa of Parliament? And whereir are Me 
niſters to blame when they do the beſt the 
can, and all that lies in their Power for ma- 
king the beſt of Bad, and to improve to the 
beſt Advantage the Talents and Opportuni - 
ties that Providence puts in their Hands, tho? 
they cannot get all Things according to their 
Wiſh? Was there not Application made 

to the Government Ano! 1711. by the Com- 


for removing this and other Things grievous 
to the Church; and becauſe they were not 

ſuc ceſaſul, therefore you and others will un- 
reaſonably load them with Calumnies, as if 
they were Betrayers of the Liberties of the 
Chriſtian People. Careat ſucceſſibus opto, 
guiſque per eventus fattanotanda put at. 


f you or others think to come better ſpeed; 
Ichy den t you apply for Redreſs,' (curliben 


licet ſupplic are] with all due: Submiffion ta 
the higher Powers. 2dly. Have not the Ju- | 


Fur with the;Patron's Call as could be got? 


was there ever a Miniſter ſettled; without the 
.oncurrence of ſome of the Congregation wit 
the Patron's Preſentation? 3020, Is there not 
Difference betwixt the. Temporality and 
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| 7mm v4 Andiwhavis there: to hindes 
to grant the 'Defire of Twenty 

—— Feople ſee king a Miniſter, a we 
af Two on * Phece Hundred? bs it eoatial 
to a Ninifter's Relation. to a Flock to have 
Fbree or Four Thoufand; 57 This or Fout 


+ 
a RA te . 9 


Hundred, or even Twenty ert Ibirty unde 
his Cate? Din't we rea in Chure Hiſts- 
ry of Eregory Fhaumaturays;” what he had 


but Seventeen Perſens in his! ibooſe ur Vite 
And did not he perform all Miniſterial Duff 

ties unto theſe Feu, tho' it. is likely Ferhat af 
the ſame Fime be endeavoeured ws\being! in 
others to the Choiſtian Faiths and w may 
net a Miniſter preach: the Word, and'dif- 
penſe the Sac ramie nes to a fmalb Number, A 
well as to a greats? Are there wet be Cr oi 
urch fowe Pariſhes that contain Ten, yes 
2 Twenty Times as many People at 
5 other Pariſhes, and is not the one 45 
much a Miniſter as the other, the a 

Numbers of Pariſhioners are ver anequa 
3. As to thoſe Who w 
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with the Minifter ordained, by laying on O 
1 w_ Tae Fresbytery, upon a Preſet 
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the Caſe of « certain Pariſh, {bout 
ment of which a great denk ef \ 
within theſe two Tears, FIRE Tot] 72815 | 
all the Clamour that was 4 . ade, os re We re] - 
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Stipead? It is certain, that our Brethren, i 
n Eugland and Treland rovl e all | their Mini · 


Srotlaud in the Time ot King James's 


does not their Behaviour in this look ſome», 
thing like murmuring at the wiſe Providence 


Toleration, and ſo did the Chriſtians for 
300 Years. As for theſe People that 
would be willing to maintain a Minifter, but 
are not able becauſe of theit Poverty; the 


Anſwer is plain, That Miniſters and Church 


| Ba e cannot help them, neither  Preſ- 


ytery, Synod, nor even the General Aſſem - 
bly can provide Stipends for Miniſters that 
might be ſettled in th at Manner 3 and why 
ſhould poor People lift up their Horn on high, 
and be ſo proud, as to exclaim againſt the 
faithful Servants of Chriſt, for not doing a 
Ahe lies not within the Compaſs of 
their Power? Is not this altogether unreaſon- 
able 2 ' 2dly. Why joay not theſe People ei- 
ther Jon with the Miniſter whom divine. 


Provi Ence ſends to their, Hand, without- any. 
Coſt or Trouble of theirs, or go to. neighs | 
bouring Congregations, and join with them? 
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Why ſhould this make fo great e Noiſe t And 
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of God, that has not thought fit to place them 


in ſuch opulent Circumſtances as ſome of 


their Neighbours ? But, | ſay yon, the 

Souls of the Poor are as precious in the Sight. 

of God as the Souls of the Rich; and ous, © 
Lord ſays, That to the Poor the Goſpel is 
1 15 . preached 
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x | preached: This ie what no Body dene 
i. and no doubt the Church Tudicatories wendet 
in |f «s gladly help the Poor to get the Goffei 
'; If planted among them in à regular Way, as they 
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zx | would to the Rich; but why ſhould they be 
at K reproached for that which is no more in their 
it Power than the removing of Mountains? Can 
they annul Acts of Parliament? Can they take 
away a Man's civil Right? Is the legal Main- 
tenance at their Diſpoſal 2 And it is very 
probable, that were theſe poor Feople Pa- 
trons themſelves, they would be as tenaci- 4 
dus of their Privileges and Birth - right, as any 4 


Nobleman or Gentleman in the Land; 
Query 4. As to this Remedy r ; 
1 


ff People's calling and maintaining Minifters 
or themſelves, when they are not pleaſed to 
join with the Preſentee, what can be'objeR- 
ed againſt it either in Religion or Reaſon, 
8: Jin Conſcience or Law? 190. Can it be aif- | 
y. [pleaſing to our Governors either in Church er 
h. State 2 K. Surely not to the Firſt, It would 
2. ſibe Matter of rejoicing to them; for, without 
4 all Controverſy, there is great Need of many 
„ more Hands than can be had, for advancing 
e Ithe Kingdom of Chrift againft the Kingdom 
m. of Satan, whoſe Power is fo great in the World, 5 
that he is called the Pyince, yea the God f 
It. The Sons of Zeru3ah are too ſtrong for the 25 
ew Hands employed in the Chriſtian War- 

are. And as to our civil Rulers, is it to be 
hought, that they who ' tolerate theſe who 

are of a different Communion from the Chureen 
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keto Sid of Hand in this?! ook a 
real che Parable, Mat xx. and ſee bow it 
ſuits four Gaſe: Thote Labourgts; whotbore 
che Heat; of he Day, and 'wrdught the whole | 
Day; murmured againſt the Good man of the 
| Aae Jvk gave them! no:mgre than he 
e theſs who were called at the Eleventk 
Hour; and ſu wrought but one Hour; See 
what, he affwered to one öf them, Fr L 
do rhee nn,, tate that * hint Sm" 
89; ag ere tarſal for me, 20. do 
hut Faul with mine o I = of 
605. rage am good't ls it nf wh 5 
of the way to murmur ade Sethe 
Houſeß or Againſt his'Servants, -whe: act. by 
his Conteniſfof and do nothing but Whar he 
commands them, wis to diſfribäte unte his 
Chiidrem the Bread of: Pifeg as tar ad Pruxi- 
deace 1 them Arceſt? And w keep'you 
_ * po your Neighboufs, _— 
Pie! Matter, butwharboty'the 
e che Goſpel, nnd the Law of che . 
Flows chem, 25, t6 take the Benefft f p- 
bt el Miniſtry; when Providence isTo | 
able tb them, -*2p, As little Gididd there 
of Diriſton and Animoſity bete ter We n 
Miniſters, the one enjòying a legt St 
«this other dependi Ag People's Beticvb- 
:lence, if they be 0 «Chriſten Ten is 
-Minifters above all Men deght 4 b&3 they 
will beſo far from ee and al iguin gone 
anòtherz that they'll de what” they bach to 
MN one another's Thands" agei Aal their 
1 commony 
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_ * common Enemies, vis. Satan, and the Luft 
of Men, concurring Jointly in the Lord's Worl 

as their reſpect ive Circumſtances will allow, 

For 1. Why ſhould he who enjoys the legal 

Stipend envy or grudge at his Brother, who 

perhaps has a greater Following, and more 

numerous Auditory? Should he not rejoice 

(as the Apoſtle Paul did) That Chriſt i 

i Preachen, aud People ediſied, Philip. i. 18. 
Should he not pray for the Succeſs: of his Bro: 

tther's Miniſtry as well as for his own? ; Tes, 

- tho* his Brather ſhould increaſe and himſelf 

i decreaſe, ſhauld: he not rejoice that Chr i ſt FI, 
_ exalted, as John the Zaßptiſt did, Jobn iii. 

30. Again, why ſhould the Miniſter that 

5 nothing but his People's Benevolence and 

Generoſity to depend on, grudge: at his Bro- 

ther who has a legal Title, to his Stipend 2 

. Pught he not to be content with ſuch Things 

as he hath? Was it not his own Choice? Did 

he nat take his Venture of the Maintenance 

that was promiſed him by the People, who i 

called him to be their Miniſter? And why 

Mould he not, by his Diligence in his mini- 
. Rerial Labours, | and by a meek and pious 

Deportment, recommend himſelf. tb the good 

Graces ot his Flock ? Is it to be ſuppoſed; 

that a zealous Chriſtian People will call a Man 
to be their Miniſter, and yet let him ſtarve; 
will they bind W Head to a toom Heck: 

Will they obligg him to ſerve at the Altar, 
and not make him live by the Altar? Will 
they not make Conſeience of paying 9 
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chat the y promiſed 2 Will thay» not take are 
o furniſh him with Food, Rainient and Fa. 2 
1? And will they grudge to give hima H 3 
o ride on when he has Oceaſion to travel i Re - bs 4 
he Service of their Souls, or to wait on the. 
Jeetings and Judicatories of the Church? 
They afford comfortable Subſiſtenee to their 
Jerds., and Hinds, and other Servants, and 
vill 5 wt: afford a Liv: to their TY 
uides 2 : 
Query 5. [Don't you. 3 hab the Protes: 
tant Wei and Presbyterian Church Go- 
ernment ſubſiſted much longer under Patro- 
ages, than ever it has been without them 
nd under much harder Circumſtances than 
e are in at this Time? And were there not 
zany eminent and ſhining Lights of this 
Whucch ſettled: by a Preſentation, as may ap- = 
ear by ſome of theſe Preſentations yet extanty £ 
nd ſundry of... theſe Worthies: ſufferetl! the . 
oſe of their Benefices, becauſe they would 7 
ot comply with Prelacy, Anno 1660;.and: 
661. , 1s not: the Law more favourahle nom 
hen no Patron can preſent any Candidate bur 
ho is of the Communion of this Church, and 
ound ualified by the Presbytery, by under: 
oing Ache ordinary Steps of . 277 And ; 
o not the Church Judicatories t 
ine every Preſentee or Intrant, _ as * 
Is Principles and Practice, and his good Af. 
ction to the Government both in Church and. 
ate, and take him ſolemaly engaged not % 
0 any! Thing. dreQly or indir, for ſub- 4 
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if = un find him not fied, "by re- 
jocd · bima Buren dev iger) Bee, they 


find: im qualißed for beidg a" D 


Chih why ſhould che People? We call 9 
N in e with the Freſdntatioꝶſ be d 


tved of the Benefit ef His Labours, ab 
ofe who ne nerplealedto' own him for Abel 
vide chemſel yes 
t to lay out them» 

utpoſs'; and if t 5 Will 550 
whom have they to blame? Surely not 

Ohurch Judicatortes, zwo, as ſpirital Fes 
thers; ido the beſt they can to provide Food for 


alt their Children. Hon groundleſs- then ats 


the: Quteries of many, 48 if all were going de 


Wreck : Don t Hou know what ſort 8 
ran upon 


certuit Occafione' raiſed Mob baw! ing e 


chen ie it with Tuch Cohſidehce af 
wplairied: of, Phat P ple 4 
ſpiritual ight cf 
oe hee Put, ip a5. 1108" 8 weed 

hat ſhall a Presbyt w 
Tat ion it given in. Favours 0 


Tuffit- 
ent Candidate, 1 d a confiderable : 2050 
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Brad ale com 
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perhaps « pres 
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tern biz That the Church wal ibn danger! ; 
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9 85 die in ther N Wirbolr Ry Mine 
ler to inſtruct, ehort, or comfort them un- 
der their Affliction? Or will any ſay, Ne 
delaying the Settlement will caufe the Patron 
to relent and paſs from his Right, to gratify 
the Humours of People, who have nothing l I 
Reaſon to object againſt the Preſentee ; of 
that the Patron will abandon the Perſon whom 
he has taken by the Haäud, and for whom he 
profefſes'a Reſpect and Eſteem ; or do they. 
9 0 that Providence will interpoſe, and es ſa 
bem of the Man they are not pleaſed. with, 
dy taking him out line Way? If! "any. are 
ſo weak as to entertain ſuch F gits let them 
njoy their Opinion” bot let them not im- 
pole or rail Pabeig 1 pon other Brethren; 
who' have ſtrong Roaſol t to. be of another y 35 ] 
of thifiking, and perbaps map Tee” further 
than they, and who-have, the Glory” of God, 
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: oe the Good of kis Church as e at Heat . 
ae ho make the lovdeft Complaints, * | 


10 not ip ofible* that's, Patrop 1 may altet h 
Mind, 555 how long ſhall 4 een Wait 
7 hes 

alt 
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0 try the Experiment 5 and ſhall” Farid 
want the Beppe of 4 Golpet NM niſtty 
that Time, pofſibly. rind the moſt Part of 
them be in ihelr Blaſts 1 And, what” terrible 
liconventencics” ay" fallow” upon this, is ob- 
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natural Parent ſuffer a good part of his Chil 


Food and Entertainment he can afford them, 


to pleaſe the unreaſonable Humour of another 


It lies not in my Power to 2 you more 


Linnen: But I muſt not ſuffer my other Chil- 


veigh ſo much againſt Preſentations? Why 


L 
a 


(8 ) 


kindly 


| 
| 


dren. to ſtarve, and are willing to take what 


Set of his Children that are more ſqueamiſh, 
and are not content with the wholſome Food 
that he can give them? Would not that Px 
rent ſay to ſuch delicate Children, If you be 
not content with the Victuale that I can af 
ford you, I cannot help it, you muſt do you 
beſt to provide your ſelves another way, for 


delicious Fare; my Circumſtances are not ſol 
opulent as to make you feed delicately every 
Day, and clothe you with Scarlet and fine 


dren to ſtarve, who are not ſo proud and con- 


Query 7. What Method would you 828 i 
2 for planting of Churches, fince you in- 


don't you propoſe ſome rational Scheme that 
might ſatisfy your Brethren | and the World, 
hich is aſtoniſhed at your Behaviour 1 
Would you have Presbyteries to ordain young 

Men in Pariſhes, without a legal Title to 
their Stipends ? Will they get any legal Di- 
ence againſt thoſe who are liable without 
. Preſentation? Will any wiſe Man 
take his Hazard of ſuch a Settlement? Or 
would you rather let all the Churches want 
Miniſters, and let the People be like Sheep 
g f | without 


| 5 a ; « 19 } _ 22 2 ; 
adh without a Shepherd ſcattered on the Moun* 
11 tains, and ſo become an eaſy Prey to Wolves 


he and Foxes, or any other wild Be 


et rare Figure would the Church of Hofland 
iſh, have made by this Time, if all the Kirke 
ſood had been unplanted theſe 22 Years, fince Pa- 

„ tronages were revived by Act of Parliament 4 
What would Friends have faid to this, and 
af what would Enemies have faid'? What 's 
youll wide Gap would have been made in the 


for Walls of our Feruſalem, for the Enemy to 


gore come in like a Flood? And Whgt an open 
t folfl caſy Entry would have been for the wild 


very Boars to come in, and ravage the Lord's 
Vineyard at their pleaſure ? And what a 
hil- vide Door would have been opened, for over- 


 Eftabliſhment 2 © How 


con · ¶ turning our happ 


| aſm, Profaneneſs, and all manner of Wicked - 


have been none to take any Notice of them? 


ld, How. would Religion have been baniſhed in- 


ur! to Corners? 


ung Query 3. Have not the Patrone ſome Sha - 
to] dow at leaſt of Reaſon, to claim their Righe 
Di- of Freſenting ? Witneſs that old Brocard, 


lan i Patronum Faciunt Dos, Edificatio, Fundus. 


| z that could 
em, catch them, and tear them in pieces? Whate 


would Atheiſm, Infidelity, Popery, Enthufi- 


neſs: have increaſed ? What Scandals: would 
bave abounded in Pariſhes, when there would 


| OEM iii i 04-oin of ee A 45 4 e 
ant Put the Caſe, That any perſon of a conſi- 
eep © derablo Eſtate hould, in ſome remote Cor- 
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2. Glebe, fand provide +2: ;Lorhpetent- Stipend, 
q of all: Co 


found chaelified, and 
their Souls: Welfare, ſhould reply, Indeed Sir, 


without: a, General, than have one of your 


'£ 5 520 9 | 
western o e 


me of hi 1 an 0 as in 

bn. bs = 9. 0 S7 Nan er ol Beoplen 
: Baal 5; might mage ura Gong n 
tell them, I. my Friends, th 
108 want 4. Miniſter, * pt able a 
proxi ovide-or;muintain-one foh ves; youll 
15 at x great; Diſtance — de Pack K. 
n e | long and bad, and there are ſom 
| 13 Jan 18 ctoſs from: one Ifland tui 
Ang N t hato ygh cannot convenien "of 
9 10, Wait on Ordinandes, and ithe Mini 

ner cannDt ah me to you ſo oſt asmeed were 
ko viſit your, Sick, bapt la. b your Children? | 
pare qu fon the gactament of the Lords Sap up- 
Per AI. * content 88 a: Church and 4 
for he: Miniſten, la iycout Ground! for 
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75 


©. that: yourmay. have eaſy: Acceſs to partake 
oſpol.Otdinances/:: Only let me have 
the Nommat ion ef thb Man that ſhall be 
vdur-Paſtet, n and zhe ſhalt bel one of- 3 
Ferſwaſion, of ſufficidht Abilities for Piet. 
Frudense, and Learning, tried, examined, 
d © byl our On 

Presbytery, and without Exception as to his 
Life er Moctrine If that People, inſtead of 
thanking him: for his Cate: ind Concern; for 


we will rather want a Miniſter, and take our 


Hazard pf, epi lg, Sheep. without a Shep- 
herd, like a Ship without a Pilot, an Army 


Den for as * a EFricnld as 50 9 
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77 21 5 
to. berits: our Souls What brduld ehs Ut 
ſtian World ſay of ſuch 1a People, bur that 
they little deſerved the Name of Chriftia2, 
ind that they ſhewed but very little Reſpest 
> Chriſt and his Inſtitutions that would eHuſe 
ather to want the Beneſit of Goſpel Oldinan- 
es; than be pleaſed with ſuch a Vene aguftt 
vhom no Objection is made: either as) to Hf 
Doctrine, Life, or miniſterial Qualificyt 
Tis true, that few of von [Patrons ban "px lead 
> much for their _ ht'5-but certain it is, 1 
at ſomeè have been great Benefuckors do che 
Thurch. Conſtants: ks Great" gave" texte 
ands and Revenues to Chüfeh men 3 whit 
ave Occaſton for that Report, That 4 Vol | 
2s beard, ſaying, Hodig dehenum 4nfaſtimn 
in Ecolefian, Now i Poiſon pour f urb 
e Church. At our Reformaxién from Pg. 
ry, ulbithe> Church Lands and 5 
ere veſted in the Kid; g7 Who gave 4 gre 5 . 
art of them back to egen Noblemen and 
entlembng with 6 of Pakröhage tc 
Qt em and their Succeſſors 3 „ and How" the 
Light! being rens wed by: Wan A of: Palla 
ent; — cn take it away but 8 — 
uthority that enacted it. e Gate to b 
iſhed, chat Patrons would not make àſc Uf 
eir abſolute Right in preſentin; 1 
ithout eonfalitis the Inclinations of th 
e, andalfo'taking the Adeſce of che Pet. | 
tery. But ſeeing their Power is ſd bdund! 
, that they can Preſent none but thele of 
1 Corimünion, und ene ee ed by 
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dhe Church Judicatories, who have it in the 
„Hands to admit or reje& them, as they fin 


nion, that neither Miniſters nor People nee 


Chap. 4. 2. That if the Man's Doctrine 


re eng nothing in his Liſe, Doctrine, 


the. erſon approved and appointed by tl 
Jnagmen f 7 & 


5 by Civil or Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures. Relig 
on is 4 voluntary Thing, and muſt nor | 


any, but him who is the ſole Lord of Conſc 
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1 
chem worthy or unworthy, 1 am of the Op 


make ſuch Noiſe about it, as if all were goin 
to Wreck, and as if our Conſtitution we 
quite overturned, or that we had recede 
from the Sentiments of our Predeceſſors. 
am not indeed of the Opinion of the Comp 
ſers of our firſt Book of Diſcipliue, who {aj 


found whoiſome, and able ro inflrutt 1 
Simple; and if the Church juſtly. can n 


tter ance, then we judge the Church, wha 
before was deſtitute, unreaſonable, if thi 
Yefuſe him whom the Church did offer ; a 
that they ſhould be compellel by the Cel 
fure of the Council and Church, to receit 


f the Godly and Lea | 
Lam not of the Mind that any Perſon ſhoull 
be compelled in Matters of Religion, eitha 


forced; Conſcience is not to be, judged Wil 


ence. People are to, be dealt with in a 11 
of calm Reaſoning; and if this does not pr 
vail, they are to he left to him who mak 
a willing People in the Day of his Powe 
As we uſe to ſay, Thoſe who go to the Ki 
againſt tbeir Mali Jay jew good Prayers 
8 5 8 : | compel! 


. .- EL 
mpelled Prayers do no Good; Nitimus in, 
etitum, Cc. The only proper Way is to 
rgue with them from Scripture and Neaſon 3 
this does not bring them over to our Senti- 
ents, we muſt reſt there. Force indeed 
day compel. r . to be Hypocritesz but 
ill never make them ſincere Chriſtians. But 


the other Hand, I would not have People | 
> be ſelf willed and ſelf-conceited, or to g 
zink themſelves wiſer than their Teachers, , 
d wiſer than the Ancients, who have the 
ppor tunity of Hearing, Reading, and Know- 
zo much more of Church Affairs than they: | 
ave had. There is one Thing that's vaſtly 
ejudicial to People's growing in Know- | 
dee, and taking up a right Notion of Things, 5 
Wd that is, They are very ready and willing 1 
= buy and read the Books or Papers that 
> written upon one Side of a Queſtion, but 
ill not daign themſelves to read and ponder. 
hat is written on the other Side. This 
Wrves only to fortify their Prejudices againſt: 
the Truth, and is the Cauſe of their falling 
to ſo many Blunders, and ſpeaking ſo much 
[onſenſe, when they are talking and arguing 
ſuch Matters. What is this but the aQting- 
ze Part of an unjuſt Judge, who opens his 
ars to the one Party, but ſhuts them againſt 
le other. People can never rightly under - 
and or Judge in a Matter of Controverſy, 
less they hear what the reverſe Party havs 
Kii lay for themſelves, as well as thoſe of their 
eren Party, It were to be wiſhed, that ſome: 
Jiu Brethren 
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Buethren had * too gr groke 4 Hand in Fonbaid 
ing this nnreaſonahle, and I may ſay ſftubbory 
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dad perterſe Humgür, Rememberiwhavrhe 
1 wile of Men tells us in this Caſe; Prov} 
1 uxiibei y He that i firſt: in hir own Cauſe 
| I ſeamet hit; bir hes Mig hlour comet h, and 
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1 Err 0 noo ie or 35 +; Mi 
28 Lueg. Why do you alledge; That we 
1 are degerierated from our worthy Reformen 
| |  fromPoperyiand Prelacy; who would: not Part 
| f | e ad aß Chrifth Preros ative, or the , 
Privileges. be hath bequeathed to his Church | 
eydpanticularly: in this of the People's Right 
inchooſing their Minifters? I Hope there "il 
= no/faithful Minifter in this Church; the 
1 wonld part with any Hoof of divine Truth 

8 but /ipray tell us, and rolled d what Hoo! 
1 or- Hair 86 Truth id e with, in the 
5 Methad now uſed in ſetrling 'of Miniſten 
0 lanting vacant Chucky: Is it ſo ablo 
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Lil: an | 
RY  Jutely clear from the 28 of the Old 
Wt + | and New Teſtament; that a' Miniſter ought 
dior to de, without the en Conſent off 
Wt at leaft <p greateſt Number of the People in 
| { 3 habiting ſuch or ſuch a Diſtrict ? Is there vl 
Wy | eaatbacd Detorninicles of what Number off 
1 People ſhould be committed to a Miniſteri 
l | Charge and Overſight, whether they ſhould 
oy be.two.'Fhouſand-or two Hundred, or but two 
1 Doten? And feeing there is not a Text in 
tt all the Bible to determine this, is it no 
"yy: ſtrange, that Men fhould be ſo degmarick and 
WW ove” in — ſee] 
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die, cher cht lt 26-46 db epi 
tion of Chriſtian Prudence, acrording to the 
Circumſtances of Perſons, Timet, Places, 
Churches and Countries, As for the Judg- 
ment of our Reformers, they dent ſeem to 
have had any ſettled Opinion about it; their 
DiteRions Theresnegt being id different and 
various. The fit Book of Difedptins (which | 
was never authotiſed by any Aﬀſembly of this 
Church) ſeems to lodge the Right of electing 
Miniſtets in the People ; the ſecond Bock '« 
Diſcipline places it in the Preabyterial El- 
derſhip ; the Aſſembly 1642. fo Hi 'ſubtnit-. 
ted to Patz6nages, "that they direct «Lift of 
fix Perſons, willing to decept of a Preſentsti- 
on, upon every Oecaſion of a Vacancy, to be 
ſent up with a blank Preſentation, to Thy flle# 
up with one of the Lift, which ſhall have moſt 
Intereſt. The Aſſemblies Hund 1645, and 
1646. ſeem both to be in the Dark about it. 
The Aﬀembly 1649. give a Directory about 
it, allowing che Right of electing Miniſters 
nt off to the parochial Elderſhip, or Kirk. ſeſnon, 
probably confidering them as the 'Repreſenta- 
tives of 'the Congregation. The Parliament 
Anno 1690. put that Power of Election in the 
Hands of the Heritors and Elders in Land- 
ward Pariſhes; and as for Burghs, they en- 
truſted it to the Magiſtrates and Elders; with 
the Heritors of the Landward part of the Pa- 
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riſh : And this Act wat concerted with, the 


Advice of many old, wife, and grave Mini- 
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1 bacy- And now at laſh, the Aſſembljes 133, 
Ax 1d 1732, confidering it was, neceflary thas 
Presb teries ſhould have ſome bed, Rule 
tory anting vacant Pariſhes, in caſe of the 
 Right's being devolved into their Hands, did 
appoint the Maziftrates, Elders, and Heritors 
in Burghs, and the Heritors and Elders; in 
Country Pariſhes, to be the Electors of Minz. 
ſters. And if this Church had determined in 
this as an Article of Faith, they would not 
have varied ſo often in their Directions about 
it. This you may ſee more fully diſcuſſed in 
a Pamphlet emitted at the laſt Aflembly, 
entituled, A modeſt Enquiry, &c. It had 
been your Wiſdom, to have conſidered and 
refuted what is there advanced, before you 
- had preached and printed. ſo many Things 
without Book ; that ſo the World might, not 
| have Occaſion to ſay, That your Talent lies 
more in Scolding, than ſolid Arguing. 
Query 10. Way ſhould you amuſe Ee) 
| People of the Country, to "ith ſo much; Duſt 
about their Right of chooting: their Ipiritual 
Guides, when the People of Edinburgh, 
Glaſgow, and other populous Towns, have not 
N 0 J One of a Hundred of them, a Voice 
In eledting of their Miniſters, that Power be- 
ing lodged only in the Town Council, and El- 
ders, and Miniſters of the Burgh ?. And 
have not many worthy Miniſters been ſettled 
this way, ever ſince the Government was eſta- 
: bliſhed by the Act of Parliament 16902; As 
for Edinburgh, there is not one Heritor, for 
Fe „ ve 0” OT 


| 


#.: % 1 
* 


1 


; ; a 
| „ N 7 f py 
| "_ - 1 * 
70 ; 1 * : 


4 I 


131, ay Thing I know, that hath a Vote in 'chu- 
nat ng Miniſters, unleſs he be a Member of 
ule ne Town Council or Kirk Seſſions. Are the 
; the deople in the Country more learned, wiſe, and 
, AidBBetter than all the Judges, Advocates, Wri- 
tors ers, Phyſicians, Merchants, Tradeſmen, and 
s in ther Inhabitants. of - Edinburgh; who never 
ave any Vote in electing of Miniſters If this 
e 2 Right bequeathed to them by the Ma- 
der of the Vineyard, why ſhould they paſs 
rom it more than the People in the Country? 
f this were an undoubted unalterable Right, 
ould ſo many wiſe and good Men paſs from 
t? Why then ſhould Country People be ſo li- 
igious about it ? And where is the Ground 
Country Elders complaining ſo much, when 
y the late Aſſembly, they are put upon a 
evel with the Heritors, as to the Power of 
alling Miniſters ? * . bY 5 bas: „ By | 
Yiery 11. Why do vou fill People's Heads 
. | Foy ar cy, That our 
hurches may come in Time to be filled with 
Number pe - inſufficient, corrupt, Time-ſer- | 
ring: Miniſters, who may at length contributes 
o the oyertyrning- our whole Conſtitution 2 2 
hat Ground can you have for this, when 
Patrons can preſent: none but ſuch as have been 
tried by ſome of our Presbyteries, and found 
qualified for preaching the Goſpel, and taking 
he Charge of ſome Congręgation? And is t 
ot ſtill left ta the Presbytery, when a Settle - 
ment is propoſed, to try the -Candidate de no- 
do, both as to his Soundneſs of Doctrine, Fit- 
Wes D 2 1 
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neſs te Teach, and as to/his:ChriſtianiDeport 
ment, and to Reject him if he be not found 
worthy/? And if even after Settlement, hy 
| ſhall be found: Not to anſwer Expectation, but 
prove either heretical, . ſcandalous, or negli 
| gent, is it not Full. in their Power to cenſutt 
him ſimpliti ter, if they find Cauſe for it! 
And if a Presbytery he negligent in this, whon 
have they to blame but themſelves? But 
hope no Presbytery in this Church ſhall ever 
them. It may fall ont, that after all the 
Care taken to fift and weigh Men in the By 
Jance of the Sanctuary, ſome may afterwardy 
be found to be light and wanting: But ho 
can help this, as long as the Church is in 
this State of Im perfection, where we ſee bu 
zn Part, and Prophecy in Part? Was there 
= not a Juda in Chriſt's own Family? Were 
| there not (falſe Brethren and corrupt Teacher 
j in the moſt famous Churches planted by Pau 
' and waterediby.Apo{/o? Can any Men, or a 
| my Society of Men anſwer for future 'Contin- 


gents? What has been may be, notwithſtan- 
ding all the Vigilance of Watchmen, who can 
judge no further than according to the out- 
ward Appearance. This ſhould excite us all 
| to be the more diligent in Duty, more Wach; 
1 ful and circymſpe&, more jealous of our 

1 ſelves, and more importunate in Prayer, that 
MM the Maſter of ä may thruſt out 
way faithful Labourers, and bleſe their En- 


deavour 


from erronegus,; fraudulous, negligent 'ſelf- 

ſeeking Men; and that there may no Wolves 
ariſe among ourſelves, who may tear the Flock 
to guide Church Judicatories, and keep them 


A. 


God. Can you or any Body elſe afſure Man- 
kind, that every one of thoſe who appear iſo: - 
keenly againſt ſome late Settlements ate up! 
ight hearted Men, and not acted by a Spirie - 
ff P ride, Self conceit, or affecting Populari- | 
y; and that in an Hour of Tempt cn; thap . 
vould eee A8 any of cheſe 
gainſt whom they ſo lou ly exclaim? Has it : 

ot been found, that ſome Who have 22 
with the greateſt Zeal againſt Prefentatis 
ons, yet when one has been offered to them 
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ave we not all need to be ſober minded? 
= Bim that flands' take © heed” leſt "te 
e Why fo hard in running dow 
he Ack of the laſt Aſſembly? What Bui 
ave they done, in directing the Power of e. 
ecting Miniſters to be lodged in the Heritors 
and Blderg of a Congregation? Are not they 
he firteſt Perfons ? May it not be preſumed; . 
hat they have the Spirit of diſcerning we 
ay be à proper Perſon for helping the Pe6+ 
le's Faith, and leading them to Chriſt, and 
15 | FCulty 


from giving any wrong Touch te the Ark 


r their Friend, they have tamely ſubmimed ? 


People ſhould vote in chooſing a Miniſter, and 
who not? If this Privilege belong to them 
as Chriſtians, then it muſt belong to every In- 


ſeguentia. May not a Wife then plead for 
this Privilege as well as the Husband? It is 
true ( ſays ſhe } I muſt be ſubject to my 


to my Husband's Sleeve? And may not 3 


never be too thankful to him for the Care he 


When the Father is for one Miniſter, the 


the Choice of a Paſtor, then the | Queſtion 1 


eulty in determining who of the Chriſtian 


dividual, for a quatenus ad omne valet con- 


Husband, but it is only in the Lord: Have 
not I a Soul to be ſaved as well as he + Muſt 
Lac by an implicit Faith, and pin my Faith 


Son or Daughter, arrived at the Tears of Dil. 
eretion, ſay, We owe Obedience and Hongur 
to our Parent in all Things lawful ? We can 


has taken in our Education and Maintenance: 
But as we have now ratified our Baptiſma 
Covenant, and taken the Vows. upon ourſelves 
we muſt ſee to the Means of our ſpiritual B 
dification. So may Servants ſay to their M. 
ſter. You may eaſily ſee what Diviſion and 
Diſturbance this would breed in Families 


Mother for another, the Son for a Third, and 
the Servant for a Fourth. If you ſay, it be 
longs only to Heads. of Families to vote it 


Who are to be reckoned Heads of Families 
when one Man may have Six or Seven, yea 
Dozen of Servants, who all have Families d 
their own? Was it not expedient then, tha 
Presbyteries ſhould haye ſome Rule by whic 
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mn hey might be directed in this Matter, and 

ad {We you are not ſatisſied with, the Rule propo- 
m #4 why don't, you propoſe one that may be 
liable to no or fewer Difficulties? Carpere 
vel noli noſtro del ede tua. Will you ſa y, 
hat Servants, who may be changed every 


In- 
n 
for 


18 alf Year, have as great an I tereſt in ele&- | 
my ing the Miniſter of a, Pariſh as thoſe w 


ave a fixed Reſidence in it, either as Heri- 


ust Mors, by reaſon of their Lands, or 'Tenants, Fd 
ith heir long Tacks? Again, can it be fai 

t hat thoſe Tenants and Cottars , who have 
Dil. 


Tacks but from Year to Year, as iy OY 


gur laces of the Country both in the Weſt and 
can North, have as great an Intereſt as their 
- hefM.andlords, whoſe Intereſt is fixed? It is cer- 
ice in, that the Rule above mentioned was ob- 


ved in this Church, from the Lear 1690 to 


ves 12, and the greateſt Queſtion that ſome- 
LEWmes occaſioned Debate was, Whether Feu - 
Mas. were to be reckoned Heritors or not? Why 

and pen ſhould there be ſo much Outcrying a- 
ies Winft it now, conſidering, that even according 
the the Plan of allowing all the Heads of Fami- 


andes a Vote, not a third Part of the Chriſtian 
eMWcople, conſiſting of Men, Women, Children, 
d Servants, would have a Voice in chooſing 
m 158Weir Miniſter 2 By Children I 2 
iy who have arrived at the Years of ;Dil-, 
etion. Further, is there not alſo a Diffi- 
lty as to the admitting the Ignorant and 


that e Scandalous to vote? When all theſe 9 
hich hings;are laid together and conſidered, it | 
the) Fs 15 5 will 9 
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ffir the Objection about Non reſiding Herh 


j 


Dover 7 elefting and calling Miniſter 


came in "by a Preſentation from the Patron, 
u Call from the Heritors and Elders, or thi 


bf them, if a good Man be ſet over then 
12 whoever were the Inftruments of his Settk 


on of the Sacrament, or in ſome remoter Fa 


le Belief of ſome divine Truths, excited 


tion, it may be Pride, Malice, Envy, ti 


|  Wortdlineſs, fraudulent —_— 
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will de bound, that the Atrab1,/4:36h 


hemy 
{fonable as any that can be propoſed ; 
und therefore,” theſe who have 3 due Regal 
to the Peace of our Jeriſalem, will be very 
foath'to make it'a Pone of Contention. A 


tors, it is, in my Opinion, ſatisfy ingly anſwer 
ea” in the above mentioned Modeſt ani 
Eumiie Enquiry, concerning the Right a 


&c. whi 5 5 may refute if you can, 


SHery 1 Why ma not a People be el 
* Minifter s Sermons, Thitrlier by 


Body of the People? Of how little Impo 
anteis it to the Bulk of the People, or to ut 


ment?” If one has the Opportunity of ber 
img a good Sermon, either in hjs'own, or 
neighbouring Congregation, at the Celebral 


of the Country, why may not we'be edili 
by the Sermon, 28. by being confirmed 


ad a we eee — * 


the Performance of ſome Chriſtian Duty, 
ronvinced of the Evil and Danger of don 
or Vice to which be has too great an Ineliſ 


A ſudden Paſſion, Contention, Mum 
Diſcontent, Covetouſneſs, 1 


Alen 


1 


3 . 
ane 905 e Hitce f i FER £10 
52 2 be ee Es, 
Maude Lp 45 or cen | 
_ Prottiiſes of ofpel:; the ke do 4 
nquire by whom he of; 15 called « o that Fa- 

fill, and tho* he cime got in by f e Me chad | 
chit ſome Woöufd be it 3 And why ma\ L t 
| Ahoy EXCit( - to ftudy 4 holy Walk 120 
ſtian Deportment; - by "fe liche Minifter's 5 1 

vate Vifitdtions a VLfibttations, when , e 
behölds nis bod Convetfation' in Carty |? Bi t 
when” Pre tree fands dt the Door © Rute 
ill he irdows of the Souf againſt LE Tight, 
abieh would Hine in te thim. Would 
People cofſider Te ſiſely and HR, 
they would f. Bmit' to the Pievidents of | Gods 
ind chearfitily Eoritur in dur np £54 Min 3 
Rers; Weft ere is 0 cölerabls eption | 
againity them, bit Who are willisg: 0 74 
hat lies in "theft Fewer for 5 Welte 
heir Souls, and who make it their Stuck No 8 
ake hee to themſetves And to their | 
Meine, that by ſo doing,” they may faye them 
iffetves and them'thdt hear cm. And 1 ith 
Wutre7 this" is the A of every 4 neſt Got. 


pel Miniſter. Ts People's baving 4 Vote i 
calling g Mivifter e entſal to-th jeit Aldat 
on, or ſpiritual Eatfeetioh: ing? WI "Mah 


ever {xi or thought ſuch Thin oe Hh 
Queny 14. What Profit is t ere in fubh 
idle Debates ?. Dot they, divert People's 
Minds from th ipking on Subj eas infin 27 
a 2 of their Conllderod; 078. The 
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eially the myſterious Work of Redemption 
his unparallelle d Love, in giving and ſending 


to judge the World at the laſt Day, to rende 


Followers of the Lamb, and the terrible Pu 


Miniſters expect from the Biſhop of our Souls 


+ 7 > > p ů — ˙—* 
2 
* 


How will they anſwer, ſuch Challenges from 


the Maſter of the Vineyard? Why did you 


RT, 
n God, his .adorable and "amiable" 
Ferfections, his glorious and wonder 
Works of Greation and Providence, and eſpe 


his only begotten Son to ſave us from out 
Sins, and that Wrath and everlaſting Deftruc 
tion we are liable to for Sin; the Glory d 
Chriſt, his Fulneſs, the unſearchable Rich 
of his Grace manifeſted in his humblig 
himſelf to the bitter, ſhameful, and accurſe 
Death of the Croſs, that we might die unt 
Sin, and live unto Righteouſneſs ; his Exil 
tation, Reſurrection, Aſcenſion, fitting dow 
at the Father's right Hand, and making con 
tinual Interceſſion for us; His coming agaii 


unto every one according to his Works; thi 
glorious Reward to be given to all the ſincet 


niſhment to be inflicted on all theſe who de 
Tpiſe, reproach and diſobey him, who will nuf 
come to him that they may get Life: A 
not theſe Subjects of vaſtly greater Import 
ance, both for Miniſters to preach, and People| 
to hear, and think on? What Reward: can 


and chief Shepherd of the Flock, for feeding 
the Sheep of his Paſture with Chaff inſtead 
of Corn? What is the Chaff to the Wheat 


muſe my poor People with idle Walen 


1 L 4 * 
* 
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mz ̃ĩðͤ 
nd groundleſs  Scruples, when you "ſhould 

Wave done your outmoſt to pull them out of 

he Snare of the Devil, and out of the Jaws 

f the bottomleſs Pit? Had you not man) 

nder your Inſpection periſhing, ſome through 

ack of Knowledge, ſome through Want of 

aith, ſome by Wotrldly-mindedneiſs, ſome 

y Senſuality, others by truſting to lying 

ords that could not profit them, thinking 


5 Whey were ſomething, and y et were noth ing; 
me chat were Slaves to their Lufts, &0. 
= hy did you not teach them to bridle their 


\ ppetites, to fubdue and reQify their irregu- 
ar Paſſions? Why did you not ſtrengthen _ 
he Diſeaſed, heal the Sick, bind up that 
hich was broken, bring again that which 
as driven away, and ſeek that which was 
ſt? Zzeck. xxxiv. 4. Did not this fill your 
lands with ſufficient Work? May not they 
xpe& to meet with the Reproof he gave to 
art ha, Thon art troubled about many 
hangs, but one Thing i needful + What 
Wladneſs is it when a Houſe is on Fire, or 4 


AY hip like to fink, for the People of the 
90 louſe, or the Ship's Crew, to be jangling 
P" Wine with another, and ſo hindring ad weak- 
oy ing one another's Hands; or like the Buil- 
lin ers of Babel, through the Confuſion of 


ongues, not 8 to carry on the Work 7 
Query 15. Why ſuch Clamour and Noiſe 
gainſt your Brethren, as if they were not 
poſpel Preachers, but meer Legaliſts or Mo- 
aliſts 2 Do not all the Miniſters of Srotlaua : 

e "2 - preg © 


1 


| People the Benefits they have from Chi 


| Pare of the Catechiſms t 


_ Eular, and yet not oberg Chriſt 2 
us well as believe in him ? Muſt the 


Haven, with his mighty Angels, in flamil 


4 666 - 


15 Tie tho' he be 20th 
85 and to the Gre 
hey. vor reach and pref 

19557 Ges tiſt, . e. in 
is Offices? Are they to inßiſt only in tellin 


d not puſh. fem 9 to perform the Dutic 
incumbent on all that * s to be Chris 
iſriples, ſhewing them, That theſe Dai 
ET to the whole of their Behawour t 


ard God and Man, and their own ſeloi 
it. ii. 11, 12. ie. vi. 6. Are we nd 
Hound by the Ads of our Aſſemblies, boi 
in former and later Times, to preach throug 
he whole Catechiſm 2 And is not 4 85 
taken up on the Con 
decem, the Duties required, and the Sit 
orbidden in egch Precept? And is it n 
Miniſters Duty to explain all theſe, and e 

ort accordingly 2 How can mary be why 

ble td God, in ſoothing People | 
i of their accepting Chriſt, and bai ph 
perſwaded that Chriſt died for them park 


be a Saviour to any but thoſe who Bd, in 


tell their Hearers, That he Wrath of Gi 
va be revealed from Heaven againſt a 
Urgodlineſs aud Unrighteouſneſs of © Met 
20 Hola the Truth in Unrighteouſnefs ; At 
that Chriſt" himſelf will be revealed fr 


wor + _— 4 . on hem that kno 
i 


W 


3 


God, and it UA N 
got od, and that obey not 
Lord Feſus Chriſt : Who ſball be Prius 
with everlaſting Deftruttion from the Pre- 
ſence of tbe Lord, aud from the Glory of his 
Power : When be ſhall come to bs A 
zn bis Satuts, &c. And muſt LY 
who E put People in Mind of theſe 'þ 
Things, be reckoned legal Preachers? = | 
any Minifters in Scotland teach People to ex- | 
pet Juſtification by their 2 $ and 
Obedience, or do they bid them do theſe 
Things in their own Strengtb? Do not they N 
tell them, That in order to their running th | 
' 


Chriſtian Race, they muſt look unto Jeſus, as 
the Author and Finiſher of Faith, wo as the 
Fountain of that Strength, that's 1 18 9 
enable them to fight out the Figh of 
Faith, and that it is in the Lord'we nog, haye 
both Righteouſneſs and Strength? if f thers | 
609 any Miniſter that teaches or progghis o- 
erwiſe, why don't you name him that he 
may be known, proſecuted, and cen ſured it | 
cor ing to his Demerit ? 18 there any pa. 1 
© bytery or Synod in Scorland, that will WY _ 
fure Minifters that are ouilty this way? W 
then ſhould any be fo malicious an nd il ill. n Ha 
tur' d, as to reproach the Innocent ? o tell 
people at ſolemn Occaſions, we hear, or we | 
fear' ſuch a Thing; what does this ſerve for, | 
but to fill their Heads with Jealouſics, a and 
al groundles Prejudices againſt . Miniſters? 


—_ 
1. . 


s not this a weakning the Hands of your Bre- 
thren, and — ho” beſt Service you a 4a 
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the old Accuſer of the Brethren ?. Like un. 
to this is another Complaint frequently ad. 
vanced againſt ſome hopeful young Preacher 
and Miniſters, vis. That they have got into 
a new way of Preaching, after the Manner of 
Moral Harangues; ſo that one that hears them 
cannot well k now, but they: have ſtudied Ci 
cero and Seneca more than the holy "Scrip- 
tures. If there be any ſuch, why don't you 
condeſcend on the particular Perſons, that they 
may be called to an Account and cenſured? 
But now as to theſe Heathen Moralifts, are 
there not many Things in them worthy of our 
Obſervation, yea Imitation? For Example 
that of Seneca, when he tells us, it was his 
Cuſtom every Night to examine | himſelf, 


have I conquered, what Paſſion reſtrained? 
&c. And why may vyot a Minifter cite them 
upon ſome Occafions, to confirm their Doc- 
trine from the Light of Nature, and to tell 
them, as Chriſt told his Hearers, That the 
Queen of the South, and the Men of Nini: 
de h, will riſe uÞ in Judgment with this Ge-. 
neration, and ſhall condemn it. For if they 
who had nothing- but the Light of Nature to 
guide them, came ſuch g Length in the Prac- 
| tice of Moral Virtues, ſuch as Juſtice, Ten- 
{ran Fortitude, Patience, &c. what ſhall 
ecome of Chriſtians, who have both the 
Light of: Nature, and the Light of divine Re- 
velation to direct them, and yet come far 
Mort of many Pagans in Love to their Bre- 
5 | ; | | 4 thren, 
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i been, fabduing their Paſſions, tofttaining 


their carnal Inclinations, Se. And why may | 
not they follow the Example of the great A- 


7 


" poſtle of the Gentiles, who ſo often cited the 
2m Fagan Authors to confirm the Truths that 
Ci. he taught, and to ſhame People the more out 
ip- ff their Foll 5 a8 Actf. xvii. 28. he cites one 
o f the Gree : P oets, Aratus, For we are al- 
ey i Cf 5preng,' Te 38 5 $6 ien See: alſo 
d Cor. xv. 33. Be not dec ved, evil Commu-- 


cation corrupt good Manners. And Tit. 4 | 


= . 12, Where he cites-another of their Poets, 
je Vimenides, to prove the common Character 
u the People of Crete, and to put Tirut on 
elf, Guard, as to thoſe. who might be ordained. 
ce lders amongſt theſe of them that profeſsd 
4 briſtianity, The Creti ans are always Liars, 
em v2l Beaſts, ſlow Belltes, | 233 FRO be oe 
oc- Sz 14 eee e | 
tell Rebres, dd Ledrar, wand Mele, gacigis Abba. 
15 Why may not a Miniſter cite a Paſſage 
7. om Ariſtotle, Plato, Socrates, Marcus An- 


prnznnus, Sc. to prove a Point of Morality 3 
hat Danger can there be in it, and why ex ;- 
laim againſt young Miniſters or Probatio- 


wes ers? What good Service does this, but to 
all ive People a bad Impreſſion of the Church of 
the Nrland, and to ſcandalize them againſt» pro- 

? 6. iſing young Men? If you know any that run 
74 Exceſs in citing Pagan Authors, why don't 


ou tell them their Fault, and give them yaur 
eſt Advice; and if they will not hearken to 
| | "00 
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Ground of Offerce 
- be wiſhed; there Were fibne of ub to who 


char faryrica! Cenſure of one of che Ancien 
Againſt many of the Pagan Philoſopbhers, Weit 


nor to 
they pen there is nothing toys gbribig 


: 3 Ant Shy ts une 
5 feproached F preach: drality 
there be any true clip 100 a 
Was not this the Dod © of our Lord's Beit 
' manifeſted in the Fleſh; and ſuffering for i 
that he might reſtore. true Morality 2 Dit 
not the Juſt ſuffer for the Unjuff, that h 
might bring us to God, that is, that he mig 
- reſtore us tb the Favour of God, the Tniagt mA 
df God; ahd Communion with God ? 1s' nll 
Tove to God and our Neighbour the Sum 0 
the Moral Eaw 2 And is not a third Part if 
leaſt of our Catechiſns, taken up in explain 
Ing and recommending Moral Duties, an 
. cautionihg us againſt the contraty' Sins? At 
ve not tb ſhe out Faith by our Works ? Aid 
_ Qoes not the Apoſtle Famer inſiſt largely of 
- this} in the ad Chapter of his Eyzſtle, telling 
us, That as the Body withour the Spirit i 
3 9 wrrour Works is dead: ao 


0 4 3 
bp why don't you telt ths Clvrch' of then 
4 is the Method preſeribed by « our blethy 
edeemer, in order to the temowing of Of 
| Fohcbe - And were this Method = conſe, 
ily flowed,” there would be tar 10% 
am6bf us. It were til 


dpplibable; 2 Are, ni bi 
SHOVidfrs, dum Bunt hit vious, Whit 


xs ſo their Tives there is nothiig mor! 
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thers to call us Soliſidi ant, as. they unjultly + 
reproached the Proteſtant Doctrine of . Juſtifs 
cation by Faith? Shall we be at ſo much 
EP ains to caut ion People againſt Tegaliſm on 
the one Hand, and ſhall we not be as careful 
to guard them againſt Antinomianiſin on the 
other? We ought to beware of running to 
Extremes on either Hand. He is certainly a2 
ooliſh Bui ider that builds a Houſe without a 
good Foundation; but if a Man employ. all 
ais Time, and lay out all his Stock in laying 
a Foundation, without ever laying one Stone 
above another to make a Superſirufture, may 
not he be reckoned à Builder no leſs fooliſh 2 
A Houſe without a Foundation is a meer Chi- 
mera, and a Foundation without a Houſe up 

on it, is a Jeſt to the World, But the ſpirt 
tual Building is ſo adjuſted, that the Super- 
firuQure cannot be without the Foundation, 
nor the Foundation without the Superſtrus- 
lig ure. For if any Man be in Chrift he is 4 
ni new Creature, and it becomes Minifters of 
tho Goſpel (who are Builders under Cbriſt) 

to inculcate on their People the Neceſſity both 

of the one and the other. If there be great 
Hazard on the one Hand, of People's truſting 
to their Duties, Obedience, and good Works, 
as the Ground of their Juſtification before 
God ; ſo there is no leſs Hazard in their truſt- 

ing to a dead Faith. Tbey ther 0816-008 
like thoſe who tread on rotten Grains, or walk 
Wn rotten Ice, or go to * in a leaky | 


\6hall we give Ground to the Papifts 
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A. dead Fab will no mors c them 
13 than Cas one expreſſ- 12 70 3 dead 
Horſe will carry them from one Town to j 
- nother. Tie certain, that doit haut Faid 
Ii: 7s #inpoſſible 70 plea God; and it 18 as -cey 
wr tain, that 10H Ha / neſs none Ball fee th 
148 Zo a. W, bat 'God bas 3 omned rnd let 15 
1 Man Put afunder. Wh y/ then ſhould ng 
Minitters be free with People 3 in 152179 then 
their Duty, and warn them againſt all man 
ner of Sin, not, .in general only, but by de: 
claimir againſt, bo ſhowing the Bit F 
the part 1 55 Sins they may know them wil 
be too much addicted to, ſuch as Pride, Ma: | 3 
lice, Revenge Difhonefly, - Drunkennek 
Til ling, Nes hig, Wantonneſs,” Laſcink i 
neſs, and the like; for the ſake of which 


12S ths Wrath of God comes on the Children d 
. Diſobedlei nce. Shall we fear to offend them 
318 Shall ET. their Heads, and Hatter then 
IF in their ey 17 , 4s the falſe Prophets did 
* Jer. Xxil Ly [ap the Tord, hear 


een not ill 6 the Wir Tie Dr oper half 


= qPhefie ed” male you von 
id e a Vin 4 if ther 271 e and 1 
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. ay unto them that deſpiſe me, the Fond at 2 
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Kalſe Prophets made the poor People, bales 
_ there Was no Hazard oy arm in the Way 
they wete followin the Pcople oye 
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Courſes : But the true and faithful Prophets, 
ho had God's Commiſſion, took a\quitte con 
tary Method 5 they lifted up their Voice 


not ſpare to ſhew the People their Tranſgrel- 
ions, and the Houſe of Jacob their Sins 
They knew that the Lord made them à de. 
nced City, and an Iron Pillar, and Braſen 


nd Princes and Prieſts their Faults; as well 


fer, xvii. — 19. They told them plainiy 
d roundly, That unleſs they amended their 
ays; and put away the Evil of their Doings, 
hers was no Mercy for them, no eſcaping 


he 1 

did 
eat 
bat 


* 
* 


en to tell the People their Duties, as well 


in cheir Privileges; and we muſt deal with 
fi, em faithfully S—__ whether they will 


ar,” of Whether they will | forbearp if wo 


0 many in our Days much of the Temper 


wphere, 
' a rebellion; People, lying Chi 
on hat Wt not 


e deſerved and thfeatned Deſtruction that 

is coming en them. Did not the Bord 
mmuand cheſe Prophets to ſpeak his Word 
ithfully, and not the Dreams of their 0. n 
carts? We muſt certainly follow the Ex- 
ple of theſe true Proplicts, or we "cannot. 
epe@ a Prophet's Reward: Let us not ftand 


ike « Trumpet, they cried aloud, aud did 


Valls, and ſo did not ſpare to tell the Kings 
s the meaneſt of the People. Ia. lviii. te 


LY 5 


ould not defiro that their Blood fnodld 5e 
quired at our Hands. Perhaps there are bue 


thoſe hd lived in the Days of che ancient 
purticulatly; J. yn Tits 
| ren,” Chit . 
heat the Law" of the 
F 2 Lord, 


a. 
> 


Ford. V. 10 Which Jay to the Seers;, ul 
not; and ro the Prophets, Propheſie not uni 
2 us right Things; ſpeak: unto ur ſmooth 
Things; Prophefie Deceits, Ought we nu 
to follow the Apoſile's Example, of which bi 
puts the Elders of Epheſus in mind, in hi 
Exhortation to them, As xx. 25. 1 D 
not ſhunned to declare unto yon all the Cob 
fel of God. We muſt tell People the Necelii 
ty of Holineſs as well as of Faith, and nl 
_ eratify the Humoyrs of theſe People, who u 
well plcgled, to hear of Goſpel Privileges, bull 
are not ſo fond of Gaſpel Duties; but call 
: er Preaching, when they are exhorted ii 
fear God, and keep his Commandments, whic 
the Royal Preacher calls the Mole of Mali 
vis. either his whole Duty, or wh 
HFappineſs. If any Miniſters, to gain ti 
Applauſe of People, propheſie to them ſmod 
Things, yerily they have but a poor Rews 
for the Riſque. they run, of diſpleaſing the 
M.aſter, and putting People in hazard of tri 
ing to lying Words that cannot profit thei 
There is great need of warning People as Pall 
does, 2 Cor. v. 17. If any Mau be in Chr 
be is a new Creature. This is the tt 
M.ark of Faith. And Rom. viii. 9. If 4 
Man haue not the Spirit of Chriſt, he ig 1 
hi, And how ſhall they know they ba 
the Spirit, but by the Fruits of the Spurl 
ud what are thele Fruits? See them me 
::.. Fioned, Gal. v. 22, 23, 24. Loge, Joy, Pea 
. Tong: uller ing. Gentleneſs, Gaognels, Fail 
1 {a 0 Are kn 


, Mezkneſs, Temper ance, againſt ſuob there is 
w Law. And they that are Chriſt's hve 
crucified the Fleſh, with the AﬀeFtions and 


the Elebt of God, holy and beloved ) Bowe 
of Mercier, Kindneſs, Humblenefs of Mind, 
| Mcekneſs, Long-ſuffereng : Forbearing one 
another, and for giviug one another, &c."How 
rare are theſe Fruits in our Day? Faith in- 
deed is much cried up, and frequently preach- 
ed, which is well done; but why not the other 
Fruits of the Spirit alſo be inſiſted on, by 
which the Reality of our Faith may be 
known, as a Tree is known by its Fruit, e- 
ſpecially when we are ſo _ warned againſt 
truſting to a dead Faith? A certain learned 
Divine - obſerves, that the Apoſtle ' Fames 
ſeems to have written this by way of Prophe- 
cy, with reſpe& to theſe latter Days in which 
our Lot is fallen, when there are ſo many 
Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, who either have no 
Faith at all, or truſt to a meer hiſtorical or 


dogmatick Faith, which is but a dead Faith 


without Works. As we ought to exhort Peo- 
ple to beware of open Profaneneſs, Wicked - 
neſs, and Infidelity, which abound too much 
amongſt us, ſo ought we to warn them of the 
Evil of the Leaven of the Phariſees, which 
is Hypocriſy. Our Lord in his Sermons in- 

veighs againſt the Sadduceet, but much more 
e againſt the Phariſees, that hypo- 
critical Generation, as being the more ſub- 


golous, and conſequently the * e 
FM „ 3,1" 9 RR. - 


— 


Sec. One great Fruit of the Spirit is Toi 
or-Charery, which alas is too rare im all in 
three Branches, vis. Giving, Forgiving, an 
vourable Fudging, and yet a Miniſter's in 
ting on this is quarrelled, Page 2a, of the 
Sermon preached at x ten of the Synod 0 
Fife. Doth not Faith work by Love? Is net 
Love the fulfilling of the Law? Is not this 
the firft and great Commandment of the Law, 
to love the Lord our God with our Heart, 
Soul, and Strength ;3 and the Second like wp 
to it, to love our Neighbour as ourſelves? 
Is not e End of the Commandment Chath 
ty. out of: a pure Heart, and of a goon Co 
ſetence, and of Faith unſeigned? From whith 
ſome having ſwerved, have turned: afide ttt 
70: vain Fangling ? Is not this ſomething like 
vain, yea malicious Jangling, to ſay, That the 
KL.eiting of ſuch Texts recommending Charity, 
is a vile Abuſe of Seripture Expreſſions? Mιg 
are you ſo unwary in your Cenſures? Is noi 
univerſal Benevolence and Charity a com 
mendable Thing? Is it not highly recom 
mended to us by that beautiful Parable, (ii 
not Hiſtory ) of our Lord's; Znke x. 30. 
37, of the Man that fell among Theeves, who 
ftripped him, wounded him, and left him 
half dead; he was neglected by the Priel 

and Levite,: but relieved, and kindly dealt 
with by a poor Szmaratan? A Warning to 
us who: profeſs to be the Lord's Priefts;> not 
to be like theſe: hypoeritical, covetous; parti 
al, unkindly, uncharitable Prieſto * 7 


Yeats F Can this noble a God- like -G "__ | 
of Chari hea too 27 Lhe eng which 
ſcems to IHR gion? Wes 
not this one great 190 50 t Chri s giving ſuc 

Proof of Love to uf, that we might be ſha- 
ned out of our ſour, ſurly, morole,. 4 
able Temper, and excited to love one ano- 
her with a pure Heart, fervently ?; There is 
o doubt of it. Eph, v. 1, 2. Be ge there” 
pre Followers of God as dear Children, and 

palk in Love, as Chriſt alſo. hath leved us, 
d bath given himſel for us, &c. With-- 

t doubt, there is a higher Degree of Love 
ne to the Brethren, 22S. thoſe who bear - 
idently ( ſo far as we can judge) the Marks 


ted to do. good unto al Men 2 wwe have 
portuni ty, eſpecially unto them whe 870 : 
the Houſbold of Faith, Gal. vi. 10. 
t our Saviour exhort us to mit ate o Fa 
er in Heaven, who maketh bis Sun to raſe 
the Evil aud the Good, and ſon th. Rom 

Fe Tuſt and on the Unjuſt, lt Fuſe be 
r Advantage to have it more 418 nt 
zached, and more a practi 


Auer What Gr papel ave. —_ | 
Nw of Rati 8920 


ional Religion? Would 
Ve Religion to he without Reaſon, 5 Shall Fs 


forego, our Reaſon? Y zhere not 
n Man, and the Inſpiration gf 
ty given him Undenſtandię * 
il. it not the Candle o the 5 
b Ba ono Light canttadiet Ty 


the Children of God ; but yet we are .ex- 


ther : lf this Candle be put out, Where an 
we?” What can we believe? What can” w, 
know? Can we be ſure of any Thing? Shall ws 
turn meer Sceprzics ? What Advantage would 
"this give to Atheiſts and Infidels, who are g 
be dealt with in a way of Reaſon, and will 
not our Chriſtian Religion admit a fair Res 
| Joning ? How ſhall we argue with Men the 
do not own the divine Original and Authoriy 
of the holy Scriptures? Will the citing a Ten 
from Moſes or Paul convince them, whe 
they do not acknowledge their being divine! 
Inſpired ? The Mouth of Atheiſts muſt h 
ſtopped, from the Confideration of the abl 
Jute Neceſſity of aſcending to a firſt Cauls, 
neceflary Self exiſtent and Self-ſufficient ] 
ing. If there bad been nothing from Eten 
ty, there never could have been any 'Thin 
but an eternal Nothing. The World cou 
never have been made, Man would net 
Have been created; we behoved all to hal 
Nept eternally in the Womb of Non-exiftendif 
Muſt we not argue with ſuch Men from ii 
Confideration of God's Works which Mall 
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the Author and Maker of | theſe wonderfot 
Works; to whom belongs Almighty Power, 

unſearchable Wiſdom, and inexhauftible 
Goodneſs.) Infidels alſo, or Deiſts, ( as they 

are called) muſt be reaſoned out of their In- 
credulity, and brought to believe, that the 
Scriptures are indeed a Divine Revelation, gi- 
ven to Man to conduct him in the Way of 
Virtue and Happineſs. The Antiquity of 
theſe Writings, the Excellency of the Matter; 
the Sublimity of the Stile, the intrinſick and 
extrinſicx Marks of their being from God, 
ind not from Man, 22S. the main End and 
Defign to advance the Glory of God, and 
the Happineſs of Man, to bring us into a 
Conformity to his Image, and the enjoying of 
bis Favour, in which our Glory 2 Happi- 
zeſs conſiſts; which are Ends worthy of an. 
infinitely good and perfect Being. The Har- 
mony and Agreement of all the Parts, their 
ower and Efficacy, and wonderful Succeſs, 
in turning many from Darkneſs to Light, 
from Satan to God, from ſetting their Aﬀec- 

tions on the alluring, though vain and periſh · 


on Things above; the Care of Providence, in 
3 them from being deſtroyed by the 
alice of Devils, or Power of. wicked Men; 
the admirable Conſtancy, Fortitude, and Pa- 
tience, yea unſpeakable Joy, of many IJhbou- 
ſands of holy Marty ts, Who ſealed the Truth 
of theſe Scriptures with their Plocd; the ful- 


ling of e remarkable 


ing Pleaſures of this World, and placing them 


Prophe- 


, of innumerubie M. 
50 Whi ch fk y be = the uri 


„ tie cn 


3 1 10 
the Precepts ts, the of hd Fro ri 
A the N INES: 'bf the en 


Brightbeſs of r cotſta irſed 5 pe 
Divine Cate of the Old and New Tet 
men. Mow 0 ix Hundred, Thoufan 

, fighting en, lid es 8 and Childreb 
5 wy 20 Tears Age, be 'deceived, When 
faw the Wondi ful Works Th me Tul 

25 when they all paſſed thitbuph th 


ed Seu is oh dry Land, and When they, ih 
ood at th Pod of Mourit Sandi, and 1 
the qrendfuf Fire, and heard "the teri 
thindeting dice 6f God, {ſpeakii rip" güt Ut 
2x ol 15 A a 0 ering to them his fiery Du 
4 Aid all eat of "the Mat, 
Aa the er out of the Rock 2 Al 
Dow cbüld thele wonderful 'Appearatices ki 
Forge, when they had 'Ordihances und Saen 
ments, Sabbaths, 'Sacrifices, 'divers Waſhing, 
. ner Ceremonies, inf ltutef Wh 'purpth 
emorials, to kédh up thf ; Remembrance 
of theſe glorious Walks Gehberartdth" 
Our Infidels muſt be Very unt caſotdble | Ki, 
Five Credit to the Hiltory 1 70 9 
Luder. the "Great, Julias Caſat. A Mt 1 
*great Men recorded” by the GFzet aud 2 | 
uthors, but will not c believe "the THings N 
| Corded by Moſes and the Proj dts Under "the 
Old Teſtament, and by the Apoſtles a dB. 
van zeliſts under the New 2 la 1 Gli. 
"gion afraid to come to the Light, or afHtzone, 


EY 


to 


: — . 


Ta 7 
to thow its Face} May not. that 825 well 

. to be a 00 At A ys t 33 
fo honourably [ 
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they would come more clearly to know, and 
more firmly to believe the Doctrine, that it 
is of God, and not of Man. But many ar; 
ſuch Slaves to their vile Luſts, unruly Paſj. 
ons and Prejudices, that their Eyes are 0 
blinded, that they cannot diſcern the Truth 
as it is in Jeſus. 7 he Love of the World, au 
the God of this World blinds the Eyes o 


1 them that believe not, John vii. 17. 2 Cor. in, you 
j 4. Matth. v. 8, 1 John iii. 3. When Mei; 
: come to be convinced of the Truth of the cc: 
_ Scriptures, then it is their Duty and Intereſ I. 
Th ro ſearch them, ſtudy them, meditate on them, Wy 
= pod obey them, and call upon the Father of Wy, 
® lights by ſerious Prayer, that he may open el 
the Eyes of their Underſtanding to under Whit: 

| Ke the FEET and to ſee the wonderful Hit 

| hings of his Law. If Men would be as ſe ſhe 


ious in praying for the Illumination of the 
Spirit, as they would be in calling out for 
Help when their Houſe is on Fire, or theit 
Life in danger, there is good Ground to hope 
their Labour would not be in vain; but the 
1 . Negle& of this is one great Cauſe of Unbe: 
|  Lief; they dq not ſeriouſly ſeek the Illuming 
' tion of the Divine Spirit, and this will male 
 _ them inexcuſable, Marth. vii. J. Luke xi. 9 
Marth. xi. 2: John xvi. 24. Jam. i. 6. 

- © Query 18. To what Purpoſe do you bring 
In the old Controverſy about the publick Re- 

 _  falutions? Will you rekindle thoſe Flames 
that conſumed the Palaces of our Feruſalem? 
Would you again play thoſe battering * 


that beat down her Walls? And why da 


, by 
* 


you mention the good and learned Miniſters * >. 
that were upon the one Side of the Queſtion, 


and put your Thumb on thoſe of the other 
Side, who were no leſs worthy than they? 
Jou make honourable Mention of Mr. Sa- 


you know, that Mr. Robert B4ily, Mr. Da- 
id Dickſon, and Mr. Robert Douglas, (Wh 
preached at the Coronation of King Gharles. 
Il, and adminiſtred to him the Qath of the 


ut have the Charity to think, that both. of 
hem acted according to their Light. I do 
ot ſee to what good Purpoſe it is to throw 


ſears old, and which iſſued in the Overthrow 


een more , unanimous, their Enemies c 
ot ſo eaſily haye broke in upon them, and 


ivifions, with the Treachery of ſome falſe 


la cautum. Di 


tent Sentiments, and different Viwes, and 


mul Rutherford, and Mr. James Guthrie, 
ho were againſt theſe Reſolutions; but dont 


denant) Men of confiderable Piety, Learn- 
ig, and Prudence, were for theſe -publick 
Leſolutions? I will not take upon me to de- 
ate which of the two Parties were righteſt z 


1 a Bone of Contention which is near 100 


four Church Eſtabliſhment. Had 1 


'ould ſcarce have adventured on it; but theſe 


tethren among them, paved the Way for 
teir Ruin. Will you ſow again theſe Seeds 

Diviſion to fortify your new Scruples, and 
raiſe a Flame that may not be fo eafily 


enched ? Felix quem faci unt aliena Peri: 
rent Men may. have dif- 


ts : 


_ Charity envieth not; Charity vaunteth mt 


bun, it not eaſily provoked, thinketh no f 
Dil, beareth all Things, believeth all Thing 
Hoßeth all Things, endureth all Thingi 
2 Cor. xiii. 4,—7. And a greater than any 
of them lays, Matth. vii. 1, 2. Fudge not that 


ſtudied, and inſiſted on by us all. 
zijn the .MarSvith the Gold Ring, and 9 


right and a wrong. I we take Things ly 


Fad 


G 


n one) could have taught you otherwiſe i 
e ſays, Every Thing bas two Handles, a 


the right Handle, wwe ſhall have Peace in 
our Mind; but if by. the wrong, our Paſt 
Fon; 2:0 be ſet in a Ferment. An a great 
er than he, the Apoſtle of the Genzzles, tell 
us, That Charity ſufferethb long, and #s kind; 


#1ſelf, or is not raſh ; is not puffed up, doth 
nor behave herſelf unſeemly, Jer ker h not het 


ge be not Juaged ; . for with what Judgment 
ge Judge, ye ſhall be judged : And with wha 
Meaſure ye mete, it ſhall be meaſured to 3 
again. This is a Part of his excellent 8 


mon on the Mount. I wiſh it may be matt 


1 0 


Query 20, How impertinently do you brit 


Cloathing, as if he were preferred unto thi 
Poor Man in vile Raiment ? Not to in 
on the Diſtinction that Providence has mad 
amongſt the Sons of Men, and the Honour th 
God allows to be given to e to whom Ml 
mou i dues and that Supplications, Pri 
erg, Anterceſſions, and giving of Thanks, 
made for all Men: For Kings, and all y 
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476 FR Authority, 1. Tim. ii. 1, 4. Roth 
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yo i ſhall mention a like and parallel Caſe, 
en and leave the World to judge how unchari- 


aſe table, and out. of the Way your Reflecti "a | 
ry Are. Suppoſe a Gentleman call for the Mini- a 


ſter of his Pariſh, and { tell him, I have An 


W bh of my Children, and to perform the Wor- 


5 ſhip of God in my Family, at leaſt when I 


am abſent. I hear 4 good Report of - him, 
E and defire that you may examine and try 
him, as to his Literature and Fitneſs for the 


of Learning, and finding. him qualified, 1e. 
and adviſes him to walk prudently and cir- 
Reſpact in the Family: And ſo the young 


Man is received, and applies himſelf to his 
Bufineſs, to the Satisfaction of the Gentle» 


this there comes to the Miniſter a 2 Man, 
rhaps one of the Gentleman's 

ottars, and ſays, Sir, 1 have as much Need 
of one to teach my Children as my 
bath, I am far from the 


* 


in the Winter 


three Miles to - 


» and 1 am not 


Bufineſs I call him for. The Miniſter accor- 
dingly ſpeaks to the young Man, calls for his 
Teftimonials, tries him in the ſevergl Parts 


man and bis Family.. In « few Days after 


Pariſh School, the 


ls 


— 


\\ 


Bye upon ſuch à young Man to be a Teach- 


mme hint © e Chandos HS 


cumſpectly, that he may do Good, and gain © 


Ways are deep, the 74 Weather bad, eſpecially = 
| Time, my. Children are young 
and tender, they Fanngh £9 every Day te 


5 | 1 58 * : | 0 

able to board 3 r Houſe near the 
School; ſo I chink it is very neceſſary ti hay 
one in my own Houſe to teach them, Well 
why nok,ſays the Miniſter, if you be able t 
maintain him and reward him for his Pain 
Alas, ſays the Man, I am not able, I an 
but poor and mean. What can I help thart 
(ſays the Miniſter) Then you muſt fall 
ſome other Way for teaching your Children 0 
do the beſt you can to teach them yourſelyy, 
And if the Gentleman be ſo good as to in 
vite your Children to come to his Houſe, and 
be taught with his own, ought you not 0 
thank him for his Kindneſs? Now if the 
Man ſhall for this take up a Grudge at the 
Miniſter, and exclaim upon him among 
his Neighbours, on all Oocaſions, at the Kirk 
tile, When People are at 4 Burial, or coming 
to wait on the Ordinances, ſay ing, The Mint 
ſter prefers the Man with the Gold Ring 
and Me me; becauſe I am but! 
Poor Man; he reſpects the Rich more than 
the Poor ; he deſpiſes the poor Subjects of 
Chriſt, he robs tbem of their P rivileges; 
whereas he ſhould have been a Guurdiatt 
them, Ge. What think you of our Nei 
bour? (ſay the People) He is certainly 15 4 
Fever, he is raving, he is diſordered in Vis 
Senſes, hut ſhall we do with him? 80e 
| Mon can petſwade him to keep at home,; ill 
6 ſettle and come to himſelf. How unjit 
ly and fooliſhly does he rail upon '6jit pegel 
Mumiſter, who we! know is willing "to ſerve 
ret IS 2 00S 60 $29 e 97 "$3443 $9: 
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6 its 8 hh £< 59 at | elit 15 PE wn 
0 not in his Power to maintain a Chap: 
in in eyery Femily, of his Pariſh. His Stt- 
hend has enough ado to maintain his. own Fa- 
mh 155 oo May, SRO, be, | 9 th 1 
m e abroad, rail at this ate; 8 
ul into Tome e and bring W may 
ot lh, on his own Famuly, but = 1 o- 


enn. The Caſe bein: fa pat, and, tl 4 
ilel fo » Jolts 1 need dra 4 5 4 inf is 


eve the Application to elf. 53 
— pthing 1 8 Reaſon that 2 . red 0 it, 
val one Ob <Qion, Shrink find ta be ia fome | 


rople's | 


the uths, bis. That the Miniſters Sti- 
gel d is 4 Fart of the Tithes ws were conie — | 
2 the Service of God, for. Maintenance of 


ape! Miniſters, and other ious. Uſes, and 
ty do hot belong to 5 atron or 1 iS 
u; they paid nothing for them, they pi 


ed their Lands with that Burden, and fo 
nere none of theits; the Poor have aq 
. 2) Right to them as the Rich. W. 


it ſo ; but are not the 4 in the Hands of 

e Civil Government? And who can ade 8 
e Government to diſpoſe of them as they 
of other publick Funds'? If you. can, by 
mble Petitions and Addrefſes, x revail-with 


ent,” well and good; but 1 hope there is 
Ine 0 1 * to -fay, Ys it can be done by. 
tee, Tr it fin to You 6% 4 King, Th ats. 
Nen Wicked : 1 e Ze are ung, 
b xxxly, in "Cant thou ara our rhe 

4s Us Lever 
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em to alter the Law and ' AR of Parlia- A. 


"Chan. 
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he Unicorn is thy Crib ?. Job 


with ſome as diſtracted and mad as Hife 
to beſet the Gentleman Houſe, and hinde 


to defend himſelf, ſeek Afﬀiſtance from thy 


this but their own Folly ? Is it not better f 
_ Pevp 


A ought to be guet aud do nothing Talþh 


Der, John x. x. To which it may he anne 
0 Zeriy 1 ſay uns you, I am the Di 


| Ho Dior is proper Sees bur lo} hi 


\ | | 1 


} 
ow 6 . 
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Leviathan with 4 Hook i Canſt u bing 


F Ven. 
Fi 4 *g 
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Further, if that poor Man fh all ' preva 


o 


the Chaplain to enter, and if the Gentleman 


Magiſtrate to repel Force by Forge, and there 
by ſome of the poor © People be 1 in 
. and puntthed for their Riot and gt 
dition, wham will they have to blame fi 
Sople, in that Caſe, to hearken to ther 
ent Advice of the Town-clerk of phe 


For we are in Danger. te be called in 
ſtion for this Days Uprore, there zeig 
Canſe whereby we may give an Account, 
#his Day's Concontſe,, Acts xix. 25,40. 
Sue ar. What Strength is there jn g 
ther Argument which T find in many Peoplt 
Mouths, and which they make uſe of ip the 
complsming, and railing at ſome lats gell 
ments, 272. He that entferh not by the Oi 
2700 the 'Sheepfold, but climlet? up ſome 
er Way, the ſame i a Thief auld @ Ri 


<a . FP Ja Y _— F Wy - tat i. 1 A— 


ed, 1. Chriſt himfelf is the Door, . 
She. And ne other can be cal 
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far, and all that came before him, or ſhall 
come after him, pretending to be the Chriſt, | 
ure but Thieves and Robbers: 2. Is there nos 
other Door by which the inferior Shepherds 0 
may enter in to feed Chriſt's Sheep, but by | 
the Call of the whole Sheep, or. Plurality of 
them, who live within a certain Bounds: 
What if '@ Part only of thoſe Sheep call or in- 
rite him, muſt that Part be neglected, be. 
eauſe the greater Part would, rather have ano- 
ther? When Providence has nailed up the [1 
Door of an univerſal ; Call, why may not he 14 
enter by a leſs general Call, with the Conſent 
id Approbation of the other Shepherds of [4 
vidence lay to one of his Sexvants, Go feed 
my Sheep in ſuch  a.; Pariſh or Country -ſide, 
where there are ſome willing to receive you's 
ind as for thoſe that will not own you, leave. 
them to me, I will take my own» Method 
with tbem; you may try by a Godly and Mi- 
niſerial Behaviour, and by prudent and gentle 
Methods, if you can gain upon them: Yea, 
you muſt compel them to come in, but this: 
Compulſion muſt not be by outward: Force, by 
Fire and Sword, by Faggot and Halter, or 
ſurly Behaviour; but by mild and kindiy 
Treatment, and ſtrong Arguments. Lou muſt 
not think to do as the Prieſts of myſtiaa Ba- 
bylon do, who by Racks and Tortures, Scour- 
ging and Burning, compel my People to blaſ- 
* Name, and deny the Truth, or to- 
uffer tho maſt crucl Torments that . 


5 


 deviſc;cor beaftly wicked Men cazioiQ;qih ” 
they be burnt at a Stake, or their Throat 

cut, as they did to a Number of my Witneſ- ia 
(lies, whom they ſhut up in a Church"*or"Pri- 
bl ſon, and brought them out one by one blind 
it folded, and cut all their Threats“ This is 
vort che Method by which Iwill have my G0 
1 = N or my Truths defended. 
ii eſe: abominable, cruel, helliſn Methods 
ars odious to me. I give them no Thank 
who pretend to ſerve me in that Manner, But 
thoſe faithful Servants who preach the Word 
in Seaſon and out of Seaſon, reprove, exhort 
with all Long · ſuffering and Doctrine, mij 
expect the Crown of Glory when the chief 


. 


Shepherd ſhall zappen. 
The Scriptures are a clear and perfect Rule, 
when well underſtood, and rightly applied; 
but they muſt not be made a Tesbian Nule, 
or Noſe: of Wax; to turn to any Side Men: 
leaſe ; or to make them ſpeak whatever ve 
ave a mind. The Romaniſts make uſe of 
that ſame Text, Jobn x. 1. to prove, That 
none can belong to Chriſt's |Sheepfold;” but 
thoſe who own the Pope as the chief Shepherd 
under Chriſt, and who believe as their Church 
believes. The Laudean Faction, or High- 
Flyers amongſt the Prelatiſts, make uſe of 
it, to prove, That no Miniſter can be ordain- 
ed without Impoſition of Hands by a Dibcs- 
ſian Biſhop, and no Perſon can be fruly Bapti- 
ꝛed but by one ſo ordained; yea, that" they! 
ought not to preach without * this 1 5 
e . 


un. 


Fra -——”, © fb may K NN 


cd Morley, Biſhop - of 


fino beſter, aſſerted, That he, who, rho? 


i fully ordained, ſhould Preach in any Con- 
n jregation it Bout: e Biſhop's Licence, 


and a Robber. See Dr. Calamy's Abridg- 


ſrt, Page 41. That the Power of calling Mi- 


ke Spy lodged in the Hands of a Set of 


W 


en, 


the Heritors and Elders of Seofland generally 


© 


ders, and are all the El ers generally En 5 


* 


mies? Why did you not make ſome. Diffe- 


furious, fierY"Zeal will drive ſome People to, 
It is like a blind Horſe full of, Metal, with- 
ut a Bridle, he runs {AWAY with his Rider, 


nd either throws him in the! 
bim into .a Bogue or Whirlpool, or 
lis Neck over 4 Precipice, The fur 

Nec K or vr. 4 * * * 5 * * 


* 
LY 


oer ot in by the Door, but if a Thief 
Ne of Mr. Baxrer's Life, Vol, x." Peg 

- Fury 22. Why do je fo confidently af 
niſters is, by the late Act of Aſſembly, rin- | 


| o are generally diſaffected to the Power of 
n Codlinefs, to, the DoArine, Worſhip, Diſci- 
10 pline, and Government of this Church? Are 


Enemies to the Power of Godlineſs ? Are 
they all Malignants? Woes me, if Matters 
0; Wh: fo, we have 4 fad Church indeed, that 
leſerves no other Name but Eccleſia malig- 
nantium, Is not this uncharitable to a Pitch? 
Are all the Heritors, muy, of. whom are R- 


rence, but tar them all with one Stick, and 
put this Stigma, this nigrum thera on them 
al? 'Tis lamentable to ſee what Heights 4 


Dirt, or plunges 


p PI 
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© Ps ots in Fer alem 
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"EE nan 
| Teruf, when beſieged by 
the Romans, did. more Miſchief. within than 
their Enemies could do without, as FoſeÞbur 


_ .\narrates in his Hiſtory of the Wars of the 


* 
* 


Jews. Is it not the Height of Incivility t 


aſſert, That any Gentleman or Elder will be 
To abominably double, as to vote or ſubſcribe 


Call by himſelf or his Proxy to a Presbyte 
_ rian Miniſter, and yet be an avowed Enemy 


( as you call thew, Page 42.) to the Church 


of Scotland? I am ſure, if any Gentleman 


do ſo, he neither acts like a good Chriftia 
nor like a Man of Honour. Is your gener 
Cenſure a right dividing the Word of God! 
Is it à ſeparating the Precious from the Vile! 
Is it not a condemning the Righteous , with 
the Wicked? Is not this a juſtifying that 
_ Complaint you make of ſome iniſters, who 


Tpeak againſt Profeſſors in general, as sf zh 


were nothing but a Company of Hypocrin 


and Enthuſiaſts, 4 Company of Men, wh 
#ho' they wall not curſe and ſwear, dri 


drunk, and profane the Sal hath ; get thy 
| quill trick and cheat, ſlander and backlit 


Wke. the Devil. See Mr. C. Sermon, fag 


23. 


un 
Wigs, and unjuſt Reflections on your Brethren, 


Herr az. What can you anſijer for you 
ſeaſonable way of . your bitter Rail 


= 
* 


and the Judicatories of the Charch,. as you 
do at Communion Times, in your Sermont 


and Diſcourſes at the Lord's Table 2 Wit 
gels your Sermon at Perch, Fune 4. 17 * 


0 yg. * 3 
mm Evpnitig: aftet, the. Sacrament, 
from: 1/4» ix, 6, TI. Gonernmmtr/beiti be 
. Showlders ; which you than 
ein to youf. Synod, Ser 


n 
mon. 33 * Ye 


Is not tha holy Sacrament 1920 the. 
Feaſt; for Jap, a Marniage Feaſt, a Realty 
00-4 S6 N A 1 of Zode, and co 
wently for c. Peace, and Concerdt, Bt you 
make it 1 Bea far Stxsf2, and Debate, aa tho 
Jews of old did- A Faſte, Iſa. luiii. 3. 
Joes nat Soloman ſ. a/ A. 1 ig made jor 
ons 5 et OG Heart men- 
* 8 5 able 2515 than 
25 a greater F was 
erer made either by en. Abaſuerus, 
Felſhaz%ar- on. ES reatet- S 
of Spiritüal Mirth / to- 11 who. est Chriſte 
Body, and drink his Bled in a ſuitable: Man- 
ner, both becauſe of the Maſt 
and Matter of the Feaſt, and the Occafion of 
It, biste The Death of our bleſſad Redeemer, 
tho! it {| fill us with 12 Her- 
row, and Contrition of Heart ſer 8 
oy T's Cauſe, of his Death; yet it . al- | 
fill the Believer's Heart. with Joy, unſpeak- 
able and full af Glory, on the Accountof the 
| porn Benefits of Redemption, purchaſed 
r us by the dear Price of hi- xecious 
Blood. But inſtead. bf making his io . 
Hearts glad at the Remembrance o 7 gy 
more than Wine, you make eng > 1 ar) 
they ſhould be ſent away 41 yy 
ki Foto and 


Lone h 
to 0 and gef 8 10 all | A ay 


er of the Feat, 


: * 
* ; | 


| Servints, you ſend them' away full of -Sorroy I, 
[/'- And Bitterneſs, with deep Prejudices againg 

itt their Rulers both in Church and State; 6 

= if they were guilty of dreadful Apoſtacy, 

| © Unifaithfulneſs, Cruelty; and Treachery and 

puiley of robbing Chriſt of his Prerogativey, 

and his poor Members of their Privileges; 

And fo, inſtead of allaying their Spirite, byM, 

applying the mollifying Ointment of DivinM; 

Conlolations, you rank le theif Spirits, trouble WM, 

their Minds, ſtir up their bad Humours, and 

make the raging Waves of their tumultuowM; 

a 

0 

J 

f 

| 

| 
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Paſſions to ſwell up to the Brim. Inſtead 
of promoting their Edification and ſpirituil 
Conſolation, you exaſperate their Corruption; 

inſtead of pouring in the healing Balm of D- 
vine Comfort, you make their Wounds th 
bleed afreſh, with the corroding Vinegut of 
Wrath and Indignation. Theſe who ſow it 
Tears might reap in Joy; but you make then: 
reap in Sorrow, ſending them home wie 
Vexation in their Hearts, and their Tears d 


_ — 2 5 . OT N * 
, ” 4 - 3 worn — — 1 ad 
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4 their Cheeks; not ſo much for their on 
1 Sins wherewith they have. pierced the Lon 
| | of Glory, as for the imaginary Loſs of theit 


' Privileges, while in the mean Time they 
have loſt no Privilege, unleſs it be the Be. 
0 neſit of a poor Stipend, which is no Loſs = Wh 
all, in Compariſon of the Loſs of Righteoul i 

"neſs, and Peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 

1 {They have more need to be caution'd againſt! 

|| ' Worldly Sorrow, which cauſeth Death; but 
_ -Goaly Sorrow worker Repentance to Salva. 
— IS. my | tion, 


DX: OR — —— — 


A 


/ 


tion, not to be N 2 Cor. ii, 10. lf 
0M ever there be a Time, when both Miniſters 
uf znd People ought to lay afide all Malice, 

ic), l Guile, aud Hypocraſies,and Enviet, and 
and / Eoil.ſpeakimngs, 1 Pet. ii. 1,3, James 


* 


m 
ves, l 20, — 26. Co iii. . 12. And Fus on ( as 
ert he EHlect of God, bo ly and beloved.) Zowels 
of Merozes, Kindneſs, Humblentſy. of. Ming, 
in ee Ener, Long ſuffering,  forbearzng. one 4. 
ble ber, and forgiving one auother; and g- 
and „ve all putting on Charity, which is the 
Fond / Perfectnag; it ſhould certainly be 
it the Time of a Communion, when the Lord 
has been giving the ' greateſt Inſtance of Mer- 


y and Loving-kindneſs to the Children of 7 
Men, that ever was ſhown, or ever can be 
ſhown, in delivering up his only begotten 
Son to the Darth Bro all ; and when they 
have taſted that the Lord is gracious.” Is not 
then your Way of doing Buſineſs a miſerable 
perverting 'of the Nature, and ſubverting. or 
diſappointing the great Deſign of this ſacred- 
Ordinance, which. is to promote and cheriſh 
Love and Peace amongſt the Profeſſors of Re- 
ligion ? Shall we ſit and feaſt with one an- 
her at the Lord's Table, and yet foſter. bit - 
er Envying and Strife in our Hearts ? Can 
his Way of Management be juſtified, when . 
you ſpend four or five Pages of a Sermon im- 
nediately after the Sacrament, and fill them 
"ith bitter InveCtives, and railing Accuſati- 
ns againſt your Brethren, and the late Act 
Aſſembly, about planting vacant Pariſhes, 
ooh ae” 
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"their Orefſcers commuflickte“ ante tem hþ 
I Kinuate, Page 29.) that thete (hall be 4 fl 


. fulndfs to God for the Light of the" Joris 
_ 'Goſpel, for he want öf brother) Tobe, 
. the Pri ite,” 'Self conceir, and "Wo Idlineſe | 


When the Right 8 tes che Hail 

and 
"of the he ie ? What —__ and 5 
'thmevas Inſindations are ſthieſe, Z he Lad, 
2 and Conftitut 2045 of Fb Burch 407 
HG the Fanß of Crit; 55 5 oe 270 


of J e Nighir, Privitezes, Is 
2 pt "Which Ve an. 15 1 Then 
"and Haven my "them "ar the Prive of þ 
Huw Blood; Ter I Mel "Ones A In 
little” regaraen'; 5, "Phe Rich und Gren © 
Pre fred before them, by'rhe PaMzatity 
4 fd publiał Afr. How, Juſt unk ig 1 5 
d delt Tofinudtiond Are, I Hope WET. 
I appear to, any, who, ee Byals 10 
N Frejus ice, will 1 pa illy bete, 1 0 
above tepreſented. may "be<bbvitew 
that 5 1 is no h e 5 n ten ön CHa 
Spouſe, and uo Bar lald in the WZy f 
; 0 e 's calling t heir own Minlſters, urtefs 4 "Ihe 
heir Ee y, or which 'is*worle, "their th 
| *willingneſs to Pd fbr them, and to e 
municate to them” their” texÞbral Titz 


ritual Things. We have Reaſon indeed) 
fear * u on other Accounts than What vou l 


2 Reckoning ere al be done, fox dur Uniyultfil 
neſs under the Means of Grace, our Until 


- hoe g amon gt us, our loathing the be 
venly lanna, Inſenfblenefs of * 
e Lerch 


„ "7 a gd BE - MP i FW - ww I» 3” >. * 
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n 5 : 
* Ad Khibeß chut nal mani- 
felted rowards us above "many other Nation 
both as to our Nutural and 3 bo dr ti 
es and" Liberty. Tou need not think 
Ni Apotogy' vo mike! in ge e 
dermön ſerves to Exon Fon it only 
that yon Have done the Thing delten 
ind chat you are more Aexterqus in OS | 
Wounds, #nd*widenins* 6 Brexches an >DIt- 
ferences, © ban in hea ing the one of cloſin 
up the other. Withont doubt che G 
ment tall be ſtill on Otiritt's ee 
which is Matter öf tejoicthg to AU his faltk⸗ 
ful Followers; but no Tha 1 yl them, wha 
inſtead ' of coming: to | build up, come "with 
both Hands ta demokiſh and pull it don.“ 
— not *befo ee, this 5 
Fines opera 93 but one may on tog 80 
Ground a fy, it is Fins ere, in ſome late 
'Perforrt 5 un d Actiogs. It feems, not Ver 
aprecable ro. a pe "Caſte, rd mix 
ine, and Milk, and Hopy öf ar Tg 
bed or . 


2er 24. What do you mean by your 
"Kt 


carp ng at Connection wi kc Ar alia 
ments? re have the urch, to de- 
thre War 48a the State, or be at Vari- 


ance with R . iy: it ndt more comfortable, = 
that Churth and State lite amicably .: toge- 


ther, than that *they mould Ack contrary one 
to another, *eſpectalty When no ſinfül Com- 


pliance is required: on either Hand? Are we 


| nn to "Kings" and . kei 


a5 
their protection againſt the Inſults of. 
Canganeter, that are ſtill in the N 1 


. Sie by their E lelp, that \ we haye the. Peace: 


le Enjoyment both of our Sacred and Cini 


1 7 And that hes wild Boars of the Fg 


reſt are not N to come in and ravaye 


the 10 ineyard; that Enemies are nat 
ſuffere red to go to with Axes. and Hammes 
o bew down the garyed. Work of our Sant 
ary? ould you bring back thoſe Marin 
Bricks the late Tory. Reigns, when ou 
rieſts were claathed with Sackcloath,. atd 


Not to honour and give hanks to our. Bene. 
factors, and to acknowledge them as our. De 
fenderg and nurſing Fathers? Has not ou 
. King. g1ven.. great. Encopragemen 
or propagating and 5 omoring Religion in 


the Gates of our Sion e 'Qught we 


the Iighlands and -Iflarids ? Is not be 


Churc Conftitytion eſtabliſhed by Law, ad 


je nahi a fundamental Article of. the Uni 
between Scotland and England : le it not! 
by Force of theſe Laws that we have Affen 

. die and Judicatorjes. for Doctripe, Workin 


Diſcipline and Government, in the moſt {7 
em and ublick Manner, without having 
the car of Man to be a Snare to us? True 
it is, that the chief Beauty and Gloxy, of the 


Church confiſts in her Connection with. the 
chief Corner-ſtone ; but does her paying dus 


Reſpect to Magiſtrates, and obe ying their 


| Jawfu] Commands, mar or bind” that Cor 
nection? Ie it not our Duty to Pray. Tha 


7 & 
* 


: - ( 94070 0 3 EE" 45 
the l Kings and States may be united to Chriſtj 
el in their Station magnify him as the Head 
ace f the Corner? That 'as i y him Kings. 


bien, and Princes © decree” Juſtice, ſo they 
iy ſee it to be their true Intereſt, as well 
age their great Duty, to protect, advance, and 
not romote the ?roſperity of his Kingdom; 
den rhat the happy Day may come, when the. 
Gin gdomf of this World ſhall become | the. 
rar ingdoms of our Lord, and of hi Chraſt, 
ofſþ propboied, J. bx. and Ixii Chap.” | Rev. 
A Lingo vo HL at 1 OR. ab. 
wlll 2uery 25. What Neceſſity is there for the 
ene ling you give to our Church Judicatories 


ith reſpect unto her Politicks? Can you 
und them with any ſinful Politicks? Are 


men et honeſt Politicks very conſiſtent with true 
n inicty ? Did not Moſes, © Foſuah, Gideon, 
o mon, Samuel, David, Huſhaz, Solomon, 
and b. make good Uſe of Politicks ? Did not 
Ini de Prophet Jeremiah, by the Command of 


od, adviſe the Kings of Moab, Ammon, 
dom, Tyre and Sidon, and Zedekiah King 
f Jidah, to ſubje& themſelves to Nebuch- - 


io Wincz327 King of Babylon, to whom the 
wing Word had gifted all theſe. Kingdoms? And 


n not this a good Politick, rather to be. 
me Tributaries to that encroaching Mo- 
arch, than by a ſtubborn Reſiſtance to ex - 


; due Whole their Lands to be laid waſte, and them- ; | 
their Alves to be maſſacred ? Our Lord Jeſus -/ 
Con'Wairiit adviſes and recommends to all his Di- 


— and eſpecially Miniſters, 8 


| . 16. * did. he not himfeif ae H 
dcn os flog Ee 


| | tianaef his Jnewies, Particularly in 25 


22. Rewdar tharefare: unto Ciſan the Thing 
_ © ahich are Caſar s, and unto. God: the Thing 


Queſtion, anent the Reſurrection 
Beads and thereby eſcaped their Fury 


Jewißß Rulers, he appealed tte Ceſar, N 
NMiiii. J. RXV. 10, 11. Have we nat all wn 
- 4: fludy 
whach 


FN ICY 


Re} Log Dime] 


ker Viidets and. | 
8 and; enſi 


Anſwers to 


bent paying: 'Fribute ta Ceſar, Ant hs YH 


thut ars Gar? The Apoſtle Nan 6 
nede. uſe of a: notable Piece of Policy f It 
eon Preſervation, when he raiſed! a Di 
eee amongſt his Enemies, by 2 


kimſelf to be on the Phariſees: Sid 


that Time. And "rhereabies, when he. w 
in Danger by the inveterate Malice of th 


that Wiſdom that is from abd 
yy ow. forbid — 4 Uſe 7 5 
Policy. m is profitable to. dire 
dubious Caſes, it makes the Face to ſhing 
is a noble-Gift of God, which Solomon Tous 
from God, and. d it before Ric 
Wealth, Honour, and. the Life of hit Bi 
Wics, yea, before 4 long Liſe to hin 
2 Chron. i. 7, — 12. If Miniſters ſhould mi 
1 of ſuch helliſh Policy as Pharaoh, vl 
 Feroboam, Haman, and others made 1 | 
they would be juſtly blameable 5 but w! 
-nothing like this can be charged an. them, 
Wo not very fair —— to nn 4 


ccc eee der * 


dey uſed 


own carnal Ends. 


They do not overs" 7nd 


barniug, aud nem able to come 
Knowledge of the” Trat, 2 N '6 . 
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appeared unto Paul in à Night's 
ing, Come over to Macedonia and helf u; 


the People's Right to call their own Mini 


unto Paul was an 1 God, to no- 


ral Aſſemblies pretended to be infallible, 
nor are their Acts like the Laws of the 
 MAedes and Perſians, that cannot be altered. 
Is not your Management in this like that ot 


27. he 
Viſion, fay 


which is nothing ta the Purpoſe for proving 


ſters, for the Men of Macedonia at this Time 
were all Pagans, and the Man that appeared 


tify to the Apoſtle, That it was his Will 
7 Pleaſure 577 he ſhould go and preach tbo 
Goſpel to the Macedonians... 10. Since Jon 
had the Opportunity of declaring your Mind 
in the National Aſſembly, to what. Purpoſc 
is it for you to amuſe the Peo le, and puta 
toom Spoon in their Mouth ( 15 to ſpeak) 1 
their moſt ſolemn religious Aſſemblies, by 
telling them of « Right which they eite 
cannot, or will not exert or make, uſe. of! 
And as to what you ſay, of your Hopes» 
having this Act afterwards confidered aut 
repealed, if you can propoſe a better Scheme, 

d a more feafible Method for planting. 
Churches to univerſal Contentment, I ſhall 
not be againſt it; for never any of out Gene- 


4s 


thoſe who will neither do nor let do ; or- tho 


FAS <> 


the Scrabes and Phariſees, who would nei - 

ther enter in themſelves, nor ſuffer others to 

enter in, Matth. xxiii. 13. 11. Might not 1 

the Aſſembly have appointed Presbyteries to 

keep the Right of planting K irks till in their 

own Hands, and ſo not to have given them» | 

ſelves or the Pariſh the Trouble of an Elec - 

tion? And this is ſaid to have been the O- 

pinion of ſome of our ancient Worthies, par- 

ticularly of Mr. David Calder wood, the Au- 

thor of Altare Damaſcenum ; and this ſeems 

to have been the Method in the Apoſtles 

Days, who went themſelves, or ſent others 

to diſtant Countries and Cities, preaching the 

Goſpel, as they were directed either by the 

ordinary Courſe of Providence, or by the im- 

mediate Inſpiration of the Spirit. And al- 

tho the Fruit of their Labours ſeemed to be 

at firſt but little, like a Grain of Muſtard 

deed, yet it did quickly ſpread into the Bulk 

of a great Tree, full of Branches, Leaves 

ud Fruits, according to Chriſt's Prediction, 

Aart h. xiii: 31, 32. 13. Does not your Op- 

poſition in this Matter exceedingly gratify 

the Humour of Tobias, and Sanballat, and 

bet her boꝛnai, and their Companions, Who 

vere always Enemies to the building of cho 

Walls of our Jeruſalem, as thoſe were in the 

ue, Days of Ezra and Nehemiah? And feeing 
"the Strength of Burden bearers is but ſmall, 

red have we not rather need of more Hands to 

| help us, than of the diſcontented Murmur- 

ing of ſome Children among ue, wWwho hinder” . 
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„ Wock e Es Seventies 

a 2 8 85 — you Fan, 
e Power of Bodlineſs, and 9 
aud, . — of tligt Kid. 
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„ ! not n greater Intorat 
in a Pariſh than moveable Tenants, Cottiny 
or, [rh Servants? And why ſhould. theſe 
ha Ay. continue has two or three Year, 
e Power, to impeſe a Miniſter on chef 
hefe Families and Refidence' are fixed int 
Zenerstion e Generation Seppeſe T 

Jeritors in 1 Congregation, and each of Lhe 
weve Six Tenants; how eaſy is it for Hirt 
fotors o 15257 2 Point aga inſt Ten 
gain, will * nat, Who has a Tach 
for Forty, Pits, or Sixty Tears, think that 
1 Servants: and Cottars, who may be ont af 
the Pariſh in three or four Months, ſhoald 
| a Power of electing a Miſery a 
e de him ere hen. Than 
16 3 Su Mh 
x ants * in Pariſh,” having each of them 
but I. e sense nin n non 


”- EZ a vo Het qFH* 3x c-w- 


— gg Md mW e 


n 


hoen told, (tis true) that — Heriter ma 

de changed before the Tenant. Thie ure 
hold in ſome particular Inſtancem; but is 
ways fo ? Or gener ally ſo? Will any w 
Man venture «n even Wager, where it ig 24 


Five to One ; "theres 
by Ms no Rule without an Exception, and the 
: no Scheme that can be advanced, that wi 


Or ſuppoſe it were but 


wr be tiable to ſome Difficultiss; Aud does | 


iter Mot common Senſe teach us to chooſe” ref 
ohich is Iiable to foweſt Diffleulties? Aid 
len perfwaded, that in this Caſe ths Ogde 
rol is at Ieaſt Ten to One, betwint an 17 4 
in Mind a Tenant lofing his Intereſt in à Tarif, 
xe What is it then for People to advance ſu 
ars weak Arguments? Is it got Tike 4 Man 
bele WM carried down 2 rapid Stream? He catehes 4. 
: Stra to fave himſelf from drowning, 
Tall Or like '« Scholar pinchd with an At9 
eſe WY nent? His Pride won't allow him to confeſs tat 
nity WP be has che wrong or weak Bud ef the String, 
en? but to keep bimfelf in Countenance, he at 
ack Wl fances — ridiculous Diſtinckion, df. ont. 
that A the- Way Acfertion, which ſerves only to fars 
6-of  riſh: Matter of Laughter to his I 
wald the Spectators. e 

Vai Ruerp 29. Why do i thaks 2 

and hook Gn Compariſon — thoſe 5 


wy ders, and the Builders of our i 
hew it they were equally guitty with in 
718 ſing e and | the A. N 


N ene 


— outvote Thirty? e * 


« Ten to Ons, that he may be à Boer? 
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forges Gong t;; ere Jas 111-natur'd; as yon 
| could run à Parallel betwixt |the Jewiſ 
Builders and ſome Builders in our Day in mal. 
ny Particulars ; but I love not to widen Dicll 7 
ferences and keep up Debate, nor to rendet 
Railing for Railiog, nor Accuſation for Ac: 
cuſation, but rather to caſt a Mantle of Cha- 
rity over - a Brother's -Infirmities, by Pitying 
his. Weakneſs,- and forgiving his calumnious 
Speeches, and praying the great Maſter Buil- 
der that he may bring him into a better Tem- 
per, which is more conform both to the Pre: 
cept and Example of our bleſſed Lord, and 
more contributive to the Honour of Religion, 
and Peace of our Church. The Wiſdom 
which is from above teaches us to be firſt 
Pure, then peaceable, gentle, and eaſy tobe 
entreated, full of Mercy and good Fruits, 
without Partiality, and without Hypooriſy, 


uy. <> ttwy_ bet © 9 52 


Let us mind the Words of the Apollo: 
James, iii. 13, 14, 15. Who.zs a wiſe Mal" 
and endued with Wiſdom and Knowledge a 
mongſt you? Let him ſhew out o, a good CoM 
gerſation his Works with Meekneſs f Wi! 


dom. But if ye have bitter Envying and 
Strefe in your Hearts, glory not, and lis not 
againſt the Truth. This Wiſdom -deſcendeth 
not from above, but zs earthly, ſenſual, de- 


©z1ijþ. O that theſe Words were written on I: 
all oui Hearts as with a Pen Iron, aud 
the Point of a Diamond. We $ have all ol 


us Reaſon to be jealous of ourſelves, and not 


not 


: Cotto 35. 


adt ak] we would do, if we were left 1 
ourſelves in a Day of Temptation. I hays 
heard ſome, who when they have been tald, 
That if". they were Patrons rbemſelnes, . 
would be' as tenacious of their Biribrigb. 
and Y ri vileget As any Nobleman or Gentle- 
nan in "the Country. They have anſwered, 
Far be it rom them, they would be loath ta. 
rb People of. their | Right. in calling. their 
0w7- Miniſter. Such Perſons would rement- 
der what Has ael, the K ing of Syria's Gene- 
ul, ſaid to the Prophet Eliſba, when he told 
kim weeping,” what Miſchief he ſhould do to 
che Children of Iſrael when he ſhould become 
King, Their ſtroug Holds wilt thou ſet. on 
Fire, and their young Men wilt thou ſlay 
wit h the Sword, and wilt daſh their,Chit- 
fren, and rip up their Women with * 
Woat ! (ſays he) #s thy. Servant 4 Do 

that he ſhould do this great. T, bing 2 And, 
jet he did it for all that, when he came to 
King, as the. Lord had, ſhewed unto his 
&rvant.: He did. all this, ; notwithſtanding 
his ſeeming, Modeſty at the Time, and his 
0 7 Ay verfion 3 ſuch horrid 8 
Kings viii. from 7 Verſe to 13. And a bet: 
ter Man than he; v2s.. Peter. an honeſt Dir 
ſciple of Chriſt, ſaid with great Confidence, 
Tho' all: Men ſball L be offended: becauſe of thee,” 

yet will I newer be offended; and yet he de- 
died him Thrice, Matth. xxvi. 33, to 35. 
norwithſtanding, of what he ſaid to him, The” 
I Jodi die wel en, ger all 15 not e 
$66» 
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: rum, which we are all bound to pray for: 


in her Mig:Qere and Judieatures. The dumb 


Criefus $5 end ſhall alt the Sons "of Sion de f 


* 


. 8 LY 


(+ 96 
gu bim chat fands abe heed 46 
e 5 £3 
© Thope, D. B ol will eben 2 Pres. 
dom, (for faithful are the” Wour po of 4 
PFrieun) and in Charity cenſtrukt, "IMG theſs 
"Remarks flow from a ſincere Love" to- ous 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the Peace of our Je 


ay eee 


= wp 


And not from any Diſteſpe& to you, Bm 
 K6hout in the Lang, on the Account ef yout 
Sitte and Talents, wiſhing only, that they 
'nay bes better employ ed; than in defamitz 
end running down our poor Mother Chuteh, 


Sen of Craſus, when his Father "was Iike 6 
be" ed, cried but to the Soldier, NI 100 


Se as not to open their Mouth in he 
Uefence, when ſhe is ſo ſhrewaly/ / beſpys 
red and 'reproached ? Is there "no 6 
cher Way to Tatiefy your boo wg nd 
exoner 'yourſelves, A by publiex ly rafft Hig 
and tradue ing the Mother that bare you; 

expoſing her to the Taughter of penner 
and the Contempt and Diſpleaſure of "hone 
the *ſhort-fighted Friends? Have we det 
Picat Need of maintaining Peace awd Unie 
Among ourſelves, when there are fo many g. 


Semics without, Who wait for out Helring 
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A great deal might be ſaid on this Head; 1 
Hall only briefly touch at ſome Heads, which . 
1 recommend to your ſerious: Confide ration. ; 
1. ä Beauty, py and” 3 5 
OS 


7% - 2 Y 


of Unlori, and its abſolute” Necelſieys ©38- 


gret hren to well together in 1 04 Tris 
like he precions Ointment upon the Head, 


Rods cannot cafily be broken, while it is 
me by one; may be eaſily nipt in Pieces. © 2. 
ina Church or Kingdom; a Kingdom or 4 
Hoſe arvided againſt itſelf cannor lane, 
x our Lord plainly tells us. 3. What a Re- 
_ it is for any, eſpecially Minifters, to 
ing Water to querch the Flames, throw Oi 
How much it prieves the Hearts of -out 


beſt Friends, and'-gratifies the malicious Hu- 
mour of - ſworn .Egemies. Gabal, Anion; 


the, Gates to let in the common Enemy? 54 


that gives us beild; and to ſpit in the Face 
of the Mother that feeds us? 6. What a 
Reproach is caſt upon our excellent Conſtitus 


little Conſcience is concerned in this Matterj 
vhen our Judicatories have full Liberty to 
Kt, aceording to the Directions of Sious 


5 


told, . bo good, and bow Pleaſant” il i, , 


be. Pſal. cxxxIII. 1. A Bundle of ſmall 
tied together; but When they are taken out 
Tho great Scandal and Prejudice of Divißon 


Troublers:of 1frae!? who, inſtead of bring- 


nto them, to make them burn more fiercely, | 5 


ud Amalerk combine and plot together a2 
winſt Iſrael and Fervſalem, and ſhall Jeru: 
em be ſo fooliſh, as by Diviſton, to open 


What a Wickedneſs is it to burn the Houſe 


Jon and beautiful Ortler? 7. How ſmall a 
park may kindle 4 great: Flame : 8. How 


King? 9. How unjuſtifiable it is to mif- 
| | a lead 


hong i iy 
1 


| 4audgble,Work to be employed in, Poth i 
dur private Retire ments, and in our pub hel 


forting the AMitted, ſolving their DBoubeh 
4 anſwering their Scruples, bringing back th 
- loft Sbrep, Se. 12. How chankfuf Woll 


my. Hisiania, Poland; Ec. be for the he 


nion With one another for a conſiderable Tine 


Modes, and Ceremonies. 14. How at lenpih 


nin, 'which made fad Havock among dhe 
Alan and African Churches, Who I/ in Ne- 

ſolation to this Day? 15. How it was an 
Ed Obſerve, That When the Church was ffeo 


0 


EL, 
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lead unthinking People, who -follow.rthey 
Eeaderꝭ in the Simplicity of their Henri 


S. - 


by, our vain Janglings, both in Judiestoe 


TS 


and elfewhere? 1x. Have ve not much wol 


Appearances, D. inſtructing the :lenoraht 
reclaiming che Proſane, awakning the i86 
cure, convincing 'Hypocrites and: Self dete 
ing them out of their : Refuge © 


Enemies de Religion, ſtrengthening che Weil 


Hands, binding up the feeble: Knees, cum 


1 _— 1 1 mu 1 r 1 G _—_ ** .— ® oF 


our perſecuted > Brethren in France.:Gemun 
py: Cireuniftances that we üre in? 13. {Hol 
peaceavly- and aàffectionately the primitive 
Churches lived together, and held Commi 


notwithftanding they had different Forms 


their unſeaſonable Debates and Contentioi 
made Way for the Advancement of «Ai 
obriſt, and for the ſpreading of Mahomoers: 
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til.the:Perſecution under the Bmpetor,. Dao: 
1, Laer Ls I juſt. 43; Teure, ths 


Tod inc 
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© 99 


bee 4 hs: embers 
1 We ifed;; Perſecution: agg inſt ona. anο 
y theins;unnatural and INS 
Aan gg and: more. particularly; mhen 
the. Church enjoyed) ar leng Pedceo from thy 
Neath: ofthe Emperer Valerian, Anton 6g, 


lame 8 — es able, Time thit we heave 
happy Revolutinn. I Fer in 
is Interval, Euſchine. in his: Hiftery, Lil, 


Cafe, 1+ tells, Thet:the Emperors: —_—__ 


e the e Chriſtians; ;n0t. only:: by: gHnanti 
them Liberty: 3 
their Religion, but also. ly mating of 


nen Chamberiais , aud. Gonerndrs:off Yuna, 
cet ;, and then; mubius reignedi dmong 


Cireſtiaus but Srefe-cand Contentiand Fe 


and Ambition, every, oue: evnyiug:and Hu 


47 0 another; the 3 


a e 9 wag bigh: 7 


5 1801 't wall 


1 165 How: achudive; Diviſions have. 1 


to our own; Church, in the Days of King 


Charles , the. Fir and Second? "1370 Vhet | 


Uncafineſs, ſome. faQtious: Spirits have occaſi- 
oned to the Lovers of our Zion, and the Ju- 
Fs of tho Church, 23s. Maſters Hau- 
flow, Hephurn, M MI Gilohriſt and A. 


e * nom, When theſe — 


8 1 


Of e 
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Aſſemblics, 3 ace 2 
byteries ? 18.5 How undecent and ungatural 


: Eno owledge; Prudence, and Moderation 57 Ag 


2 Diviſions and Animokties rer People from 


Government, who, when they find "theft Ce- 


our Shoulders, and. wreath the Yoke faſter 
_ e -oft ton n have diſcon- 


ter oo : ata — 


it is for Minifters oft the Goſpel, who ae 
Ambaſſadors of Pea Peace, who preach”rhs Gol. 
pel of. Peace, under Ohriſt the Prince of Peace, 

to be Sowers and Fomenters of Divifion ad 
Contention among Brethren !? 19. pl fie. 
ceflary” it \is to have Zeul tempe 


what horxid Miſchief has been -occationed" to 
the Chutch by. unwary fiery: B got rg 
fuch Management opens the Doc to Ent 
fiafts, Seekers; Hanif, Tanin, K Fifth. 
Monarchy Men, and other: Sektarlez in Eng- 
And and wWhar Miſchief was done by "the 
furious Zeal of the: Aunabapliſtt in German 
when the Poor People were excited to 70 
up in Arms againſt their Superior, \Lords, 
Magiſtrates, Heritors, Sc. 21. How theſe. 


the neceſſary Employmente of Life; *; "both for 
their Souls, and Bodies, and Fa i 


How ſuch Management may -ProveRg* the 


mency abuſed, may lay heavier Burdens on 


rented. 


kg 1 * ud Rall in i os | 
ir BR, it flls the. 1 of 1 7 


them with,. wing em, miſerabl ungertai x. 

al What Hand to turn mee to, and Lot 7 ; 
re Wo join 8 b. 24. Haw unfeaſonable it is, 

of: Wien 's City is on Fire, or a Houſe is burn: ; 
ing, or 4 hip ſink ing, to ſee the Peg ple 
nd jagling an] contending, among e —— 
*. chen Toy "ſhould rat er call all Hands to 
th Work 7p ck the Fire, and ſtop hs Leak. . 
that r ip "*<ndanger the Ruin and *Deftruftion © 
f The ahole Crew ? Shall we, 2 ſuch Me, £ 1 


ates je ion to rd eee M 


. 


bot be 75 20 oy to the ſolemn. F bl — 
Shall t | 


„ Wor Packers raiſed . lorified” God, be 1255 

ile In Aſhest” 167 Mall * pull it 40% . 

ds, Wor own. Hands,” and Ke Our common 

eſe ies nothing to do but to laugh at our Folly 
Im Wd Madnefs: And 8 0 let us be wis 
for” Wn Time,” and take care. to heal the Woutds = 
% f our dear Mother Church ; and d . 
be lame the Endeavours of any "of her du ” NE - 
e. ons, who” would gladly wi 2 Mi 135 RE 
og ach, when they. T4” ler ſo . openly dean: 
er d, «ad ſuch Calumnies c age het. —_ 


75 ſhould' may her Vindication be as "Tt. 
ic 


res 3 

© 28 her e 7 * 1 

ther donde? It fan hun City. een 

an 1 570 25 Ha ſhecturned afidaro Worſe, 

# e. Gods, FRE: (Js Fat be . 
the ildren ' © Tal and . daf 

aa? Has Profan en els gone. W 1 

1 115 and, 5725 per corrupt od Pep 

$ e of ber. Fright 


* 161 


* 
2 


. 


| rol | 
Te Fa 125 fro x you 1. 7 to 5 | 
Door of by $eers ? Don't they Jamentiar?M | 
Rr tg to 9 55 4 57 in Ka his N | 


9 whey e po 15 e wy in i. a 
; 1 to 9 with our Mort er 5: bu 
een going 27 Hee of Pig 


Gl BIG ba 
In. K 25 oy Cireum ances ſhe jud 
A 1 ne children, WEA Ki 


1 5. It is ery. per 

0 out all 197 us 0 15 be 8 t. 

ing Hur latter Bnd, and the l T Trial we 

aret to K before the Judge of the Quick 

| aud the Dead. One main Thing. that pro 

e che Ruin of Jer Halen by er 

: 255 Ca; tivity was, That ſhe conſidered nat 
ber la End, and therefore came dom 

. This may ſtir us up to J 4 „ 

y Waight,, aud the Sin that doth:o eaſily 


. 4 5 49d, Which is. too. ee 


tin ad . !—ñ ] ww acc Ar. I LIES 
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1 


"ad nb one * 1 F + Dt 
ip ron ee rs on 4 : 


ad Finiſber f our Faith. cut. riß 2 
Zam. i. oe . a+ 25 e 2 
norum ang tertamiua ama, Patos 
fis: peer LY oon pot Zaeant. Ls 
Theres one Thing bat vou c 
in ;your Sermon, Page * | nat there 
etition given in to the laſt 1 1, fab 
ſeribed' by a great many Trande both Min > 
fers and others, but thi it” it was no . e 
Nötire of, and no! Anſwer giyen to ft. ! 
Anſwer to which, T'myf, acquaint-you,; that 
there ws « Oommittee appointed long apc 
by the 'Gdmuwnfffion'of the General Aflenibh 
meet at Sapgubar, in February 170388 
I. temember, to commune and reaſon Wich 


Mr. Hopbirn und his Party, anent their deb . 


„ . ofthis Chu 
ey produced a''raper,” ntaining- 4 cat 
Nedbses dene, which were 25 
oed upon far the Space af eight ot tei h 2 
many *of®them of the fame Natute ; 
cheſe in the Paper Which you mention. . 
it was found 1. „That ſome of R 
were no Grievances, 2. Others of them 
about Matters that We many * 9s 
80, den ae the pu Reſolutions, Anno 
648 the Kea Inqdulgences granted in tho 
Days King CHarlef the Second i PRs y- 
he Tolkration. granted 


F © 


terians5: 46d Abbüt 


£2, 


was 


kt beforen ur, Woking ak us, "the" "Aut ho F 
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King, Fumef the Seventh 3 avert ron 


was thought- altogether aff to brite 


8 Things, into De bate now, when the Per. 
lone concerned ij jn them are almoſt 


1 3. ras. han of N | 


of Ten Cantet was, ok 
owned; that they had received a St 


Satisfaction, as. being informed in -ſeverg] 
[Things about which they were in the Dark 


; fore. And now, what Neceffit 


reat ded of 


| is there 
or inſiſt ing on theſe Things vieh e i 


belped, and for venting your paſſionate .Ip- 
wp Prank againſt the Judic atories of the Church, 
and Ibading them with Calumny | 
tion ? What is this good for? Will this m ö 
the Matter ? Does it ſerve ſor am — Fur · 
Poſe, but to embitter People's Minds, and to 
alienare their Aff, ffections from their own Mi: 
niflers - in rarticular, and from our Whole 
Church Cor en in general, and to,.ſow 


the Seeds of a 1 5 War, and make Work 
for Frinters and Bookſell lers? 1 74 way it tend 


any, Thing in the Jeaſt to edify the Body of 
Chriſt, for which it pleaſed. the: Lord.to. give 


me Hboftles Jome Pre eln. ns Paſtors, 
and Teachers, &c. 5 * ww f 
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Fron. The Regiſter of their whole Pra 
ceedings is amongſt the Aſſemblx Records; 
in the Hands of the Clerks. There ats 
' ſeveral other Minifters Members of the 
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This I thought not amiſs to inform yon 
ind others of, that ſo it may appear that out 
Church Judicatories have been at ſome Pains; 
bal hear the Complaints, and anſwer” the Dif. + 
jd. Nrulties that  fome ſcrupulous People” have 
eh, been Perplexed with, and ſo to contfibute 16 

' Wie redreffing their Grievances, as far as 147 
ithin the Compals of their Power, 
0 !f hath been gebefatly. ound. that when @. 
i Miniſter is called to 4 Pariſh, the ſwallek 
Number of Voters ſhould comply and Tub. 
nit to the Judgment of the greater Num- 
he, and conſequetitly are not to infiſt upon 
Heir natural Right of calling a Miniſter to: 
their own Taſte and Tiking. Now, ſuppoſe. 
ine fe, Frich confifting_ of 5660 People, 2005 of 
rs, chem are cbntent to accept of the Candidate | 
hom the Patron profents, the other remain: 
ing Thouſand bave as good a Right to call 


en mother te their liking, and I know mbthing 
Aid to binder them, If. they be willing to contri- 
bute to bis Maintenance according to the 
1 foregoing Scheme; but upon ſundry prudden- 
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we frequently ſee, that tickliſn People; a1 
teady enough to caſt at a Miniſter upon ver 
, frivglous. Grounds., 4% Several..of theſe Gon 
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5008 hom. they deſign to Er will nog be Ia ac 
Ly 1 to the Fresbytery. 7. I is) like. 1 
Will be found, that there, are but. 


be ſettled upon, ſueh : Tim 


| Fr Abe : da Le Eee Rioh | aul 
3 giry e 4 N umber of. Di N 


+ 1; 
of that Right 


Juch as, 1. 'They are not very like] tO 4 
"os 12 - mp Sep" 


etermining and ” collefings what, e 
ry one ſhould advance for his Malntenance 
Manz are not able to contribute: gan 
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8 theſe 2258 are willing to contriputę n 
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Time, yet” they es ob — their 
| fors. either to their Heritage o ee ; 
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who is ſettled fled upon the P 7 


ſters or Probationers.: who will be ling 
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tounts it 
that People 
on des bel they reckon- their natural oa 
una lienuble Right, and that tthey, ought f 
ther cordially join with their other 

bours in ths. Pariſh, in ſubmitting to the: Mi- 


moſt adyiſcable, 


Law, both of Church and State. 


not a much ſmaller Number of. 
wiſe 
0/3. fu 

Hundreb Peop — — 
ed in Scbland . do- not contain ſo many 
as Three Hundred ; but efto- there be fo. ma- 


Neighbours, as the Thouſand. did inithe: 

mer Caſe? Hf. to this you object, That the 
Caſe is not alike, becauſe in the former In- 
ſtance it was carried by a Plurality ; but in 


tee For Anſwer, Grant it; be ſo g yet their 
Minority being la Thouſand: is: Five. Times 
as great as: your Majori 
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into little or or nothin; Upon all which * 
rec | 
* chat Caſo dhvuld not inſiſt. up | 


niſtry of him wbe is ſettled. according-40 | 


of Now- if in this Caſe a Thouſand: Peop 1 — 
content to paſs from their Right, ay. _ 


{ſs from their Right 22 * be, 
appolng a P Pariſh, conſiſting. Three - 


ny ab Three Hundred, there ate bo mere 
but «Ont Hundred chat concur with the Pa- 
tron's Prefentation, and conſequently. there is 
Two Hundred that have a great Inclination 
towards another : Now, why. may not. theſe 
Two Hundred comply and j join with their 


this Caſe, the Plurality is againft:t Preſen- 


ity; which are but T'wo : 
Hundred: And if they were ſo humble and 


ſro Peaceable and liable, us gy 
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with the Call of Providence, why may nat 

9 you, who are a far ſmaller Number, ſhow. the 
like Chriſtian and peaceable Diſpofitiony.e- 
ſpeec ially conſidering, that the Difficultic, 
mentioned in the former Caſe will be far 
fſtronger than yours? To what Purpoſe then 
zs it for People to complain ſo much of Church 
Judicatories, in their acting as Proyidence di- 
Tects them? And why may not | Minifters, 
who ſhould know and underſtand theſe 
Things better than the common Pecple, ſet 
them right, and ſhow them their Duty in 
the preſent Gircumſtances, and tell them, That 
they have gteat Reaſon to be thankful, that 
they are not-in the: Circumſtances'of the per- 
ſecuted Proteſtants in France, Germany, Po- 
land, Lithuania, Hungary, Piedmont, &, 
where; if a Proteſtant Miniſter be found, he 
is preſently apprehended and put to Death, 
And that they are in more. defirable Cir 
cumſtances than the Diſſenters in England 
_: and Freeland, wha indeed have Liberty to 
call what Minifters they pleaſe; but then they 
WY muſt maintain them. This Duty of Thank: 
fulneſs to God is incumbent upon all, but e- 
ſpecially upon the poorer. Sort of People, who 
have Difficulty enough to maintain them. 
ſelves and Families, without being burdened 
with the Maintenance of Miniſters. There 
is but One of Three Things that People muſt 
neceſſarily | chooſe in this Caſe, vis. Either 
to accept of the Miniſter Auer by the 
Hatton, called by a Fart of the Fariſh, and 
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the Miniſter, of their own.' Or, 3. To want 4 
cl Miniſter altogether. And which of theſe 
tien Three is maſt to be choſen, let any Man of 
far common Senſe, not blinded: with Prejudices, 
hen or hurried away by popular C lamour, .confi; 
rh MY der and judge: And perhaps, if People had 


di- their Will, they would. not. make ſo good a 2 
Choice of a Miniſter for themſelves,” as is 


made by the Patron and Presbytery. It ie 
very certain that People, for Convemiency . of 
Government, and for the Protection they have 
by the eſtabliſhed Laws, mull? neceſſaril 
paſs from many Things within 1 
of their natural Liberty and Right, By an 
eſtabliſhed Government, People axe protected 
from the Inſolencies and Injuries they might - 
ſafer. from Thieves, Robbers, bad Neigh> 


Confuſion, they have nothing that they can 
call their own; and therefore the Adyantage. 
of this is much greater, and more to be con- 
ſidered, than any little Incoaveniency they can 
ſuffer, by a Reſtriction of their Liberty in 


You may ſee what horrible Miſchiefs happen - 
ed when there was no King in Iſrael, Judges 
The Method that ſome People pre 


ment, and to ſap the Foundation of our ex- 


cellent Church Conſtitution, It would alſo be 


ſemembred, that in this Caſe of calling Mi- 


nat ordained by the Presbytery 3. or to maintaina a 


bours, Vagrants, Oppreſſors, Extortioners, U- ' . 
ſurers, Ge. but in Time of Anarchy. and 


ſome Things.that may well be diſpenſed with. | 


fer is the direct Way to unhinge all Govern-. | 
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eigens People have more Liberty than others 


joy in their civil Concerns, 9. g. inchuaſth 
apiſtrates of Burgbs and Members 6ff f 
Bamenk it is certain, that the Plurality bf © 
Ers muſtalways ry it; bteh eeHdar, b. 
rom the Laws of the Dand, and the Nature 
E 99 5 itſelf! For if ir ſhould*be 0. 
1 erviſe, there would be no dvofding of the 
Au a; oe and Diſorder.” e Miner 
art of 2 Founti! 1 Liberty t 
Fa £ coſe ether bf Magiſfrates than be 
| 8 agreed td by the greater Part, and Iikewiſd 
ii the choo el Parlament Men, where all 
recholders Have an 'cquit Liberty to*thooſs 
ho ſhallFreptoſent them; and When one i 
e by the Plura lity, the leſſer Part muſt 
tend'ts make Choice' of andthert And 

a be an Conttoverſy witk reſpe@ of 
1 ight, de it muſt be decided“ by the 
Parliament itſs1f- But in the chooſing oft 
Tinifter it is nite tiotHerwife ; fer if the 
- Jefler Part of à Pariſh*be& not content uc 
bim who is choſen by the Greater, 1 khow 
_ nothing to hinder” them "to" chboſe anothet for 

— Hemlelyes if” they have mind, And pr 
Aing they can get ovet the Difficultics abbre- 
me bn le And this is Agreeable to. tlie 
Senti mente and Opfnion- of many Jearned and 
* Miniſters In Englarid, in the Gul 
da Patron's' reſenting one Who is not accep- 
table to the Feople * For which pe * 
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which leave 4 Man as much. at his Liberty to chqaſe 
for his Soul, as à Phyſician for his Body, or 
Eſtate. 2 N would: be 
the Magiſtrate*to ſay, . 1 have have this Ff 
when per perjmps another my 15 etter bir heir p 
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«& Another Thing to be taken: hotico; of id 
».43:: , , | a> 4. IP 5 14 1 

W \reſpett to a Candidate his accepting of 
«Preſentation, and his being willing to un- 
dertake the Charge of a People by the Di. 
teQion, and under the Inſpection of the Preſs: 
byrety 3 notwithſtanding there may be a con- 
Miderable Part of that Pariſh that are more in 
Flined to another. It bath been alledged;- 

. n 250 | wee 3 
not only by ordinary People but even by ſome: 
young Men to refuſe à Preſentation, and re. 
ject ſuch lame Call, and caſt themſelves 
upon Divine Providence for their Encourage. 
ment and Nhrough- bearing in the World ; and 
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that it might be expedient for the General 
Aſſembly to make an AQ to that purpoſe, 
prohibiting all Probationers to accept of a Pres 
| Retie- But I humbly crave leave te dif. 

fer from theſe Men's Opinion, and that for 
the Reaſons following. - 1. Becauſe this WII 
the State and Civil Government; which'+by - 

no. Means is adviſeable to do, unleſs it be i 
Caſes where Conſeience is concerned; and 
chen jacgeed it is the Duty of every Chriſtin 


= . - 
"yy - 
- 5 » 5 %4 
"Md... % „ 
: Gy i £3 EEE #2, 45 10 2 
1 . * > # ©; 
. 1 * 9 A " LT 5 F 
r * ite 
» t a : 


. ” , * 13 4 - * 

1 - L * 4 - : 4 4 " 
1 , 2 Sa L q l . e a 7 «LF 
% F . 7 8 + * , ” J K 5 { 
- 2. * — r »+S 3 P34 -. "A, - — i g 2 _ F ; Os ö 1 FOES O 3 
wet 3 a n r ee 4 We 
72 N 3 4 * * - , * ” * * # 
7 : T » . « 


1 
7 4 5 «4 2 — . - 8 1 
4.4 44 * A 9 * * 
W > 


Möse nzpce. The Fariſh Miniſter has his Right; for he bat 
What publick Maintenance is legally fix d to the Living; which - 


F Time alſo the People 


e Good of ole. WET oc 


bo not Join wich theſe J © Or thle He 
at all . 
hopes, by 10 viſe” And 10 Go 1 _ 


. ORE IT OR EO 
e, oe ER 


44% —2 = — 1 : 
re 


2 99 


Lo * 
a ef 


© 
"T4 
3 
75 
Ih 
. 
8 
606 
4 


— —_— — — ö N 2 = "Ex ov n * — = e . - „ — - = K 4 * — = C 
. n * 1 nee — — = — —— — > — £ \ — , 
e R * — — 3 — — —ͤ— 
F * 8 129 7 6 * gp of * I 4. - Pg + — * 
8 — % _ 13 — * — PYRO — — — a = - ** * 5 - : 4 2 0 foal 
— _ 9 4 "uot by Sx "IN ' * = A 2 * — + —__ K - 4 © — — — 1 - * 3 * WES e — — 
7 8 2 3 7 - > 2% 3 . 2 x Mor he 8 is - ht —— + Aon 
CT — . ro mommy .. — e ND ne I one oo 
4 F . N. — "ICI" =27 => — * N - * — 2 IE - ES ITS : = ö r 2 — 3 7 Wa 5 1 7 * 2 r ” Dos * 7 * 2 ＋. 28 * 4 =. 
"00 * * 7 - a 4 * . 1 F — 2 r 
* - — — — Ps ev, We! — C * — Wo * > "WF * 
— ha _— - 2 — - —— 
X [4 a ” 
* — , 
. 
. 
. 
. 


N T 
— 2 
2 24 


> 
— 


2 


9 


EE 


Bridegroom. 


Ke it to 2 55 


8 he Nuit, re 


when 


of 


* 1 by 
üclle, Ot 5 his Talent i in. 
he has been at pains to improve. by 15. 12 

ance at 1 wa 17 le | 


Marek Ay 


[ . ?, LES 


. 


a 5 * 2 
0 the! 
riſe 


out WR C 


5 — 


are ning 


FT wm. WW. EE — WN 


5 Dr „ 


— 


— 


n 


* 


2 8 8-4 * x : * ; 
"I * ; &% 2 - 2 — 


— Id 
—* 


4 PIE. l 


S5 
I'S > — IN 


5 5 
13 — 
; - _- 


£ 
2 
o2 


— 


* * 
2 ” > * * 
6 - * i. ” 
- 5 — 
** 9 "+ © _—_ 7 IJ mn 
. N 5 * — 2 * 


5 
* 
— 8 I 


Peace * 5 with Iu" s | 


© SITY 3; 

Matters al * and weigh all Aug in hi? 
Ballance of the Sanctuary and of ſound Reaſun 3 
and this he needs not deſpair of 3 
he be one that fears God, and a fincere 4. 
ver of Chriſt, and deſires to promote the 8al· 
ration of Souls; and if be be not ſuch an 
one, he is not warthy te be a Miniſter, tho 
che Call. of the Peil were never ſo full and“ 

unanimous. ee into the Heart © 
This is God's Frexoparive; and/1 ſuppoſe, that 
neither Miniſters nor-Feople will be ſo pre 

ſumptuous a8 e Gfufp in, Ie le but 2 


1 ne and a men Thing Ges Minor | 


Senſe, to ae oi whe” OE only for | 
Livclyhood; when there are ſo-many — | 
Ways not only-to-get Bread, but to attain unto 
t Things in he World; a5 many: eee 
— e, who have hyp great Stocks, ſome - 
by going to Sea, by Metchandizing, + 
ſome by. the Law, and Has by the Military, 
who bs riſen from ſmall Things to great 
Fortunes, far .greater than any. Mlinider in 8 
Scorlang can pretend to. | 
1 conclude with the Words: of the Apo alle 3 
of the Gentiles, t Cor. i. 10. Now I Eoech . 
you Brethren, . by the Name o 4 ZBerd Je. 
Jus Chriſt, 2277 ge all ſpeak the ſame Things; 
and that there be no Diviſions among v9 
but that ye be perfectly joined together in the:. 


ſame Mind, and in the ſame Judgment, Aud 


2 Cor. xiii. ro. T Brethren, farewells:: 
be perſect, be of g ood Comfort, be of one Mind, 
live in Peace 3) "ard the Cod of Zo ve and j 
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